SIR BRANCH 171
October 2016
http://branch171.sirinc2.org/
A Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation for Retired Men Devoted to the
Promotion of Independence and Dignity of Retirement

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, October 5
Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church Hall
1700 School St., Moraga
Social time begins at 11
Meeting begins at 11:30

BIG SIR MESSAGE: TOM MARNANE, chartom@pacbell.net 925-376-6312
Dear Fellow SIRs,
All new officers and Committee Chairs have received a schedule for training for their
jobs for next year. Those officers, BEC members, and chairs that are scheduled for
training have or will be individually notified. This excellent training provides
perspective and ideas to our leadership team on how we can continue to strengthen
171.
Our Christmas Luncheon this year will be on Wednesday, December 14, at the St.
Mary's SODA Center. The reception is at 11:00am and the lunch is at noon. The
details are in this newsletter as well as a reservation document. Make up a table and
come. Good entertainment, good company and a chance to dress up a little and take your wife or significant
other out to lunch.
Well done to Al Donner for getting an ad for us in the newspaper, to Ralph Blumenthal for another in his string
of good speakers, and to Stan Holcenberg for arranging for our new projector with Branch 174.
We are in need of a Little SIR for next year. Please contact me with your interest. In addition, we need a
Bartender, an Activities Chairman, and a Webmaster for next year. Please let me or any Board member know
if you have an interest.
Our luncheon survey in September indicated that about 25% of our members do not have an activity in SIR. I
know it is very difficult for some and we understand that. However, there are lot of things that may interest
those that are not participating, and we will be in contact through the activity chairs to see if we can entice you
-- you are missing some wonderful fellowship and the opportunity to take advantage of many terrific activities
and significant efforts by your fellow SIR--no additional charge!!

Tom Marnane, Big SIR
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

LITTLE SIR MESSAGE: RALPH BLUMENTHAL, ralphblu@comcast.net 925254-6935
This Month’s Speaker
The speaker for our October 5 meeting will be Jim Scala, nutritional/biochemist by
education, and author and astronomer by choice. And also a member of SIR 171.
Jim is the author of over 14 published books, which include Eating Right for a Bad
Gut, (a best seller), 25 Natural Ways to Manage Stress, and the Arthritis Relief Diet.
He has co-authored over 50 research papers on nutrition and biochemistry and has
been a professor at Cal University and Georgetown Medical School.
But Jim won’t be talking about any of those heavy subjects. He will be discussing old sayings and wives’ tales,
how the originated, and how they have helped people lead better and longer lives. He will describe how these
tales give us renewed respect for common sense wisdom, which our mothers used on us as we were growing
up.

Our Speaker Last Month
At our last SIRS meeting the very popular KGO-TV and former Good Morning America weatherman and news
reporter, Spencer Christian, treated members to an absolutely engaging talk. Spencer’s talk covered
everything from the weather (what else??), to his interviews of Richard Nixon, Donald Trump and other wellknown persons, to his spot-on imitation of Rodney Dangerfield, and to his many fascinating experiences as a
newsman on Good Morning America.

Ralph Blumenthal, Little SIR

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ladie’s Day Holiday Luncheon
The SIR 171/174 luncheon this year will be held on Wednesday, December 14, at the Saint Mary’s College
Soda Center. The reception will be at 11:00am and the luncheon at noon. The Devil Mountain Chorus will
entertain the group with festive holiday songs.
The reservation form is attached to the newslewtter, and includes details about the menu and contact
information for submitting the form. There will be tables of eight, so either send the form with the names of all
eight attendees (for a full table) or submit names for a partial table (and your group will be included with
others).
Frank May of SIR 174 is the coordinator this year. Please send the completed form to him (adddress on the
form) along with a check for $50/person made out to SIR Branch 174. John Haffner is our 171 focal point, so
please contact him (johnhaffner@comcast,net or 925-376-9064) if you have any questions.

Little SIR
Hopefully everyone received the email yesterday from Big SIR Tom. Our Club needs to complete the
leadership team for next year so we can continue to be the thriving outstanding club that we have always been.
Getting a Little SIR on the team is a necessary element for that continuity. Please consider joining our
Leadership team. Contact Tom Marnane at chartom@pacbell.net 925-376-6312 with your interest.

New Member
A warm welcome to our newest member, Jerry Compton. Jerry was inducted at
the August meeting and was sponsored by Dick Macy. Jerry is from Oklahoma
City, was in the U.S. Navy, has been married 50 years, and lives in Lafayette.
Please introduce yourself to Jerry, welcome him to the group, help him find a
seat at a table, and answer any questions he might have.
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SEPT. PHOTOS & COMMENTARY -- by Club photographer Russ Aubry (with his comments and intended typos)
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Featured Photos of the Month
Our hikers have some great photos this month!

Our bartender Larry Correia has moved
to Socal, but check out the SIR hat
worn by his son Alex while hiking with
Larry and his wife in the San Gabriel
Mountains.

The Magnificent Twelve (minus
the photographer) conquering the
untamed wildlands of rural Contra
Costa County.

And a nice catch
by our fisherman
extra-ordinaire.

The walkers and talkers
checking out the trails and
houses for sale in Orinda’s
Wilder sub-division.

-------------------------------------------------Please send in a photo that you would like to have considered for inclusion in the Photos of the Month section of the newsletter. These
typically come from one of the SIR activities, but do not need to if there is another picture of a member or members that would be great
to share in the newsletter. Send your choice to Stan Holcenberg (sholcenb@comcast.net) by the 10th of each month for consideration.
Please include a description of the photo. Cell phones work great, and also simplify emailing the photo.

OCTOBER LUNCH

OCTOBER LUNCHEON MENU
Grilled salmon with fresh pineapple salsa; rice pilaf; seasonal fresh vegetables
Green salad; seasonal fresh fruit salad; dessert
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HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO SIRs

v Dennis Brossart v Milton Bruzzone v Tuck Coop v Graig Crossley v Hal D’Ambrosia v
v Mike Donovan v Ken Fischer v Al Foley v Stan Holcenberg v Tom Kelly v
v Ray Lundgren v Chris Lyne v Herb Montgomery v Sam Zorich v
One of the above members for October will win a free lunch if he attends the October meeting. Members whose birth
month is in October, and who do not see their name in the above list, should call the Big SIR prior to the meeting to
ensure that their names are included in the drawing. NOTE: Members 90 years of age or more will receive a free
lunch on their birth month each year, but they must notify the Big SIR prior to the meeting. Big SIR Tom Marnane can
be reached at chartom@pacbell.net 925-376-6312

GUESTS AND NEW MEMBERS
$15 Luncheon fee for first time guest
The first time a guest attends a meeting the lunch fee is $15.
subsequent visits as a guest.

The regular luncheon fee will be charged for

If you are inviting a guest don’t forget to call the hotline at 925-377-5880. Provide the name of your guest if he is a
first time guest. If you have questions about this policy, call Larry Thompson, Membership Chair (925-631-9528).

BRANCH REPORTS
ATTENDANCE REPORT: FRANCIS WONG franciscpwong@gmail.com 376-0967
There were 126 attendees at the September lunch, including 118 members, four visitors from Branch 174, three quests,
and the speaker. 76% of the membership attended. There were seven no-shows that did not sign out.
PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THE SIR REQUIREMENT TO ATTEND SIX LUNCHEONS OF THE LAST TWELVE.
ALSO, PLEASE CALL THE HOTLINE OR SIGN OUT WHEN YOU CAN’T MAKE A MEETING.

Members need to call the SIR 171 "HOT LINE" at 925-377-5880 before 1pm on the Saturday before the meeting if
they are not going to attend the meeting (unless they filled-in the "Absence Notification" sheet at a prior meeting), or if
they are bringing a guest. Please note: If you are requesting a SIR membership status change, contact Larry
Thompson, Membership Chair (925-631-9528) rather than calling the SIR 171 HOT LINE.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Bob Krompholz krompholz@comcast.net 528-9937
JUNE 2016
Cash Balance – August 1, 2016
Month’s Receipts
Month’s Disbursements
Cash Balance at August 31, 2016

7,700
3,095
3,263
7,832
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT: LARRY THOMPSON larryandginger@comcast.net 631-9528
TOM LENZ chezlenz@comcast.net 278-1717
JOHN SCHICK jschick@att.net 376-9412
CHANGES:
Active
1. Frank Tippett # 171 inactive due to medical reasons
2. Dave Englehart # 21 inactive due to medical reasons
3. Darwin Marable # 142 inactive while taking care of spouse
Inactive
1. Frank Tippett added to inactive list
2. Dave Englehart added to inactive list
3. Darwin Marable added to inactive list
INDUCTIONS
1. Jerry Compton

# 37

Sponsor Dick Macy # 63

ACTIVE ROSTER: = 155
INACTIVE ROSTER: = 41
NEW APPLICATIONS
1. Jerry Compton

Sponsor Dick Macy # 6

APPLICANT LIST = 1
Membership Application Forms are always available at the desk at the meetings, or from Larry Thompson.
ROSTER CORRECTIONS: LARRY THOMPSON 631-9528 larryandginger@comcast.net - None!

NOTE: Please contact Larry Thompson whenever your personal information changes (i.e. email address,
home address, and/or phone number) or whenever you wish a membership status change (i.e. to request
inactive status or to resign). Larry will in turn update the master Roster and advise the Newsletter staff.

SUNSHINE REPORT: MONTE LOGAN MonteGryFx@aol.com 376-0264
Branch 171
It is sad to report the passing of SIR Fred Stammen on September 8. Fred was inducted into Branch 171 in October
1994 and resigned in October 2013. Fred, assisted by his wife Betty, was Travel Chairman for a number of years with
Branch 171.
Frederick (Fred) Charles Stammen December 29, 1927 – September 8, 2015 Resident of the Bay Area
passed peacefully. He was born December 29, 1927 in Miles City, Montana to Bud and Bernice
Stammen. The family moved to Medford, Oregon in 1937. Shortly after moving to Medford in 1939 Fred
was part of a Music Group playing the Violin that went to the 1939 Worlds Fair at Treasure Island, CA.
This was just the beginning of his many interests and talents. Fred attended Medford Senior High School
where he lettered in baseball and basketball and also where he met his future wife Betty the love of his
life for 67 years. He also realized the other love of his life, baseball. He started playing for the Dodger
Farm Team, the Cheney Studs for 10 years. Fred attended Southern Oregon College in Ashland, OR and
then transferred to and graduated from the University of Oregon in Eugene, OR. Fred was drafted into the
Army where he spent time at Fort Ord, CA as a rifle instructor and also in Okinawa, Japan to complete his
2 year tour. Fred was a lifetime member of the Ashland, OR Elks. In 1957, Fred and Betty moved to the
San Francisco, Bay Area where he started working for C & H Sugar and remained there for 35 years until
he retired. During his time at C & H Sugar he was a member of multiple organizations and was able to
finish his career as Manager of Raw Sugar where he traveled to Hawaii several times throughout the
year. After retiring, he joined SIRS(Sons In Retirement) where he was the Travel Chairman for several
years. During this time he was able to travel throughout the United States and several different countries
and continents. Living in the Bay Area and having a love of sports Fred was an avid fan of the San
Francisco Giants, San Francisco Forty-Niners and the Golden State Warriors. His parents Bud and
Bernice Stammen, his only sister Mary Ellen Young and granddaughter Caroline Stammen preceded him
in death. He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Betty, his only daughter Jill Stammen and his
grandchildren Christina, Robert and Lilly Stammen.
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It is good news to see two of our SIRs, Bert Engstrom and Reg Whittington in attendance at our last meeting. Both of
them had been out due to health problems.
There are no more reports of serious illnesses.
Branch 174
It is sad to report the passing of SIR Ron Plomgren on August 22nd. Ron enjoyed a life long career with Longs Drug
Stores. A Memorial Service was held on Sept. 2nd at the Chapel of Chimes Oakland. Ron supported the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation.
------------------------ ------------------------ -----------------------•••Please try to contact SIR's with illnesses to offer your support and encouragement and keep them in our thoughts and
prayers. A friendly call is welcome. Cards and letters are always appreciated. If you are aware of an ill SIR, please let
Monte Logan know by e-mail or phone.

KNOW YOUR SIRs
Marty Aufhauser
Marty grew up in Los Angeles (Los Angeles High School) and continued on to Claremont Men's College, now
known as Claremont McKenna College. After two years at CMC, he transferred to UC Berkeley, where he
graduated in 1963. The two years at Berkeley sold him on the Bay Area.
After spending one year in Basel, Switzerland, working for a pharmaceutical firm, and a stint with the California
Air National Guard Reserves, he moved to San Francisco. He had jobs with The Bank of California and MJB
Coffee prior to becoming a stock broker, now known as a financial advisor, with a small boutique firm, J. Barth
& Co. in 1969. J.Barth was bought in 1970 by Dean Witter, which later bought Morgan Stanley, and then
changed its name to Morgan Stanley. Marty retired from Morgan Stanley, after 48+ years, in March 2016.
Marty married Judy in 1969. They have three married adult sons (David, Daniel & Joshua) and four
grandchildren, all living in California. He keeps more than busy volunteering (including serving on several notfor-profit boards), traveling, playing tennis year round, skiing in the winter, attending OLLI classes, and
spending time with his two granddaughters and two grandsons.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Know Your SIR is edited by Dave Humm dmh2@silcon.com 376-5895. We would like to have all of our
members, who wish to do so, be included in this directory. Please write down the salient points of your life (1/2
page) and provide it to Dave (via e-mail if possible). It will then be written up in a future newsletter. Dave has
copies of all past “Know Your SIR” reports. Access to them is available via e-mail; or a hard copy can be had for
the cost of printing.

SIR Haberdasher
Our club haberdasher, John Haffner (johnhaffner@comcast.net or 925-376-9064), wants to help our members get attired
in the latest SIR fashions. Call John and discuss the fantastic line of logo items, what you can wear to club meetings and
to impress your friends, as well as SIR merchandise items.

BRANCH 171 NEWSLETTER:

Editor STAN HOLCENBERG sholcenb@comcast.net, 3954 Campolindo Drive,
th
Moraga, CA 94556. The deadline for receipt of Newsletter material by the Editor is the 15 of the month. E-mail is
preferred.
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BRANCH ACTIVITIES (BRANCHES 171 & 174)
ACTIVITY LIST

Apple Users Activity
Barbershop Harmony
Bocce Ball
Bowling
Computers and Technology
Dominoes
Golf
Investment Group
Poker
Senior Strollers
Tennis
Walking

Astronomy
Big Hikers
Book Club
Bridge
Couples Dining Out
Fishing
Historical Adventures
Pinochle
Stamp Club
Table Pool
Travel
Wine Tasting

ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN: (open)
The Activity Chairman’s role is to keep in close contact with each of the chairmen of the branch activities
in order to understand what they are doing and how things are going, to determine if they are planning
any special activities that they want to communicate to the rest of the Branch, and to determine if there
is anything special that requires assistance. Also, the Chair keeps in communication with the other
branches in the area to determine if there are additional activity announcements that should be made to
our branch.
The Chair is always looking for suggestions for additional activities (e.g. Chess, Cooking, Current Events Discussions, etc
etc), and is the focal point to communicate with if you would like to chair any of the open activity groups.

APPLE USERS ACTIVITY: DICK MACY (Br. 171) m.hobie@comcast.net 376-1180
JOE TRACY (BR. 174) jotracy@comcast.net 954-7801
The meetings focus on Apple/Mac computers, iPads,& iPhones. Each meeting includes a discussion of
recent Apple/Mac announcements and releases; a roundtable discussion of applications, general
rumors, issues, and problems members may be having; and a few formal topics.
The recently released iPhone 7, IOS 10 for the iPhone and iPad, and OSX Sierra for the Mac will
be discussed at the September 25 meeting.
Meetings are held in the conference room at the CC County Supervisor office at 3338 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, on the
fourth Monday of each month at 10:00 AM to noon. The location is the fire station building across the street from El
Charro restaurant. Enter left side door at top of steps. Novices and advanced users are welcomed. Come and be a part
of the group.

ASTRONOMY:

GEORGE COBB (Br. 174) gecblue@aol.com 200-7749
LARRY LANG (Br. 8)

We meet the second Monday of each month in the Tilden Room at the Concord Hilton Hotel on Diamond
Boulevard. Our meetings commence at 1:30. Please join us for an entertaining meeting. All are welcome.
Call or e-mail George (GECBlue@aol.com) for details and further information.
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BARBERSHOP HARMONY: BRAD DEWEY (Br. 171) ebdewey@att.net 376-3349
RON LEIKER (Br. 174) leikerinda@comcast.net 376-3884
The SIRpremes are basically a barbershop octet. We sing songs in four-part harmony. By having two
people on each part, the problems caused by absences are greatly reduced – obviously. We meet just
about every Tuesday for one hour. We take a few minutes to discuss the affairs of the world, and then
get down to business, working on one or two songs, finishing by partaking of some delicious cookies,
freshly baked by Brad’s wife, Carol. Our self-determined purpose has been to add a little variety to the
monthly luncheon meetings of Branches 171 and 174, plus the Christmas luncheon with our ladies. Our
only other singouts have been for the Moraga Movers and at Sam Zorich’s birthday party.

BIG HIKERS: AL DONNER (Br. 171) aajdonner@gmail.com 376-1594
One of three SIRS walking groups, the Big Hikers aims to engage SIRS who want some longer
and stronger routes than our two around-town walking groups. The "Big Hikers" offer
opportunities to do some hikes more than 3 miles in length and sometimes do a little more
elevation. They can be further afield, Mt. Diablo or other regional parks, such as Vasco
Caves. The Big Hikers operate on a varied schedule, trying to do a couple hikes each month.
They go to interesting places as the spirit moves us. Contact Al Donner (aajdonner@gmail.com)
to get the on the Big Hikers notice list.
If you want a slower pace, try either the WALKING or the SENIOR STROLLERS group.

BOCCE BALL: BILL BONDY (Br. 171) WBondyO@aol.com 254-1266
JOE FITZGERALD (Br. 174) joefitger@aol.com 376-4656
Bocce season is upon us !!!!
Bocce is played every Tuesday and Friday at 10 am just beyond the bandstand at the Moraga
Commons. The cost is all of $2. The game is really easy to learn and is great fun, including a lot of good
chat. Call Bill Bondy for information on Tuesday play and Joe Fitzgerald about Fridays. You can play on
either or both days.

BOOK CLUB:

Bob Krompholz (Br 171 chair) krompholz@comcast.net 528-9937
Al Dessayer (Br 171 co-chair) dessayer@pacbell.net 376-7430
The goal has developed an agreed upon list of books which club members will discuss at future
monthly meetings. An attempt will be made to vary the selections to include the latest best sellers as
well as some classics, bacon fiction and non fiction.

Each member selects a book he has read or would like to read and suggests it to other members,
who will then read the book and be ready for discussion at subsequent meetings. This is a great way not only to continue
your reading enjoyment but also to discuss your comments and ideas with intelligent, curious, cerebral fellows like
yourself
There are currently 12 members of the club. Contact Bob or Al if you are interested in joining.

BOWLING - AREA 2: LLOYD WEST (Br. 19) 228-9037
Area 2 Tournament bowling is held at Diablo Lanes in Concord on the 4th Thursday of each
month. Be there at 9:30 am. League Bowling is also available every Wednesday at 10 am. There
is also open bowling on Tuesdays at 10 am for practice. More members are welcome. Call for more
information.
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BRIDGE: GREG TCHERKOYAN (Br. 171) gresta2@sbcglobal.net 838-0361
STEWART KNUDSEN (Br. 174) svknudsen619@aol.com 376-4919
We meet at the Moraga Hacienda on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month. Please
arrive by 9:50 am. Play starts promptly at 10:00 am. Bring $5 and a bag lunch. Call Greg or Stu for
further information.

COMPUTERS & TECHNOLOGY:

DEREK SOUTHERN (Br. 8) Derek.southern@gmail.com 253-1646
NEIL SCHMIDT (Br 116; Area 2 CAT Chairman) np_schmidt@pacbell.net

Meetings of the Area 2 Computer and Technology Group are held the 3rd Thursday of each month
(except June and December) from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., at the Walnut Creek Elks Lodge, 1475
Creekside Drive. Visit the SIR Area 2 Computers and Technology page for the latest information –
http://a2cat.sirinc2.org/
The next meeting is on October 20. The presenter will be Frank May, whose presentation is titled
"The Connected Home". He will be talking about some of the new home Internet connected devices
and info/capability they provide. Don’t miss this!!
Members usually arrive around 9:15 to enjoy coffee and chat with friends and new acquaintances before the presentation.
Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned user, the group tries to offer something for everyone. Some months a
donation of $5 is asked for to cover the cost of the hall rental, coffee and pastries, other months are free. All SIR
members and their guests (spouses included!) are welcome. If there is time following the presentation, there will be a
Q&A with the gurus, and possibly an informal “Sharing Tips & Tricks” segment where individuals will be asked to share
some of their computer, Smartphone, tablet, etc. tips with the group.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------COUPLES DINING OUT SAM ZORICH (BR. 171) sam.zorich@gmail.com 376-7799
The group dines out every other month at a fine location in the East Bay. Planning for the
venue rotates among the various members of the group.
st

The Orinda Country Club was the location of the September 21 Dining Out gathering that
was arranged by Mitch and Karen Tarkoff.
Ralph & Christl Blumenthal will be arranging the last DINING AROUND for the year in
November. The group will begin the second cycle in January 2017. There is one opening for
another couple at this time. Please contact Sam if you are interested in joining the group.
__________________________________________________________________________
DOMINOES Tom Westhoff 376-2609 westhoff40@comcast.net
The new SIR 171 Domino group meets every Thursday at Moraga Royale at 1:00pm. Contact Tom for
information and to determine space availability.

FISHING: KARL DROESE (Br. 171) kdroese@comcast.net 376-0468 PAUL DUBAW (Area 2)
th

The Area 2 Fishing Group meets on the 4 Thursday of each month at the Legends Sports
Bar and Grill at the Diablo Creek Golf Course at 4050 Port Chicago Highway in Concord,
starting at 8:30am. All SIR members and guests are welcome and encouraged to participate
in fishing trips as well as attend the monthly meetings. Our next meeting will be Thursday,
October 27.
Whether you fly fish, spin fish, troll or bait fish there will be events of interest. If you are new
to fishing or are interested in trying a different type of fishing we have experienced and knowledgeable members happy to
share their expertise, and even their equipment. With nearly 100 events scheduled throughout the year, some type of
fishing is available almost every week.
September results: Paul Dubow, Karl Droese, Gordon Linebaugh, Barry Rauchle, and Jack Waddell caught some salmon
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to 20 lbs on the Sacramento River on a guided trip. Lee Clark, Gordon Linebaugh, and Carl Moyer each got a salmon on
a party boat out the gate. Carl Moyer and Dick Thomson released a 5 foot sturgeon when fishing for catfish in San Pablo
Reservoir. It was a long and strenuous battle on the light gear. Carl and Gene Shulting caught 4 nice catfish there; and
Gene and Reggie Fromm caught 5 big cats to 11 lbs before that. Tom Kostik and Mike Corker caught black bass and
small stripers from the Delta. Stan Wong caught trout from Boca Reservoir.
Activities scheduled for October and November salmon outings outside the Gate on 6 packs, party boats and a member’s
boat; multi-day trips to Davis Lake, Lake Almanor and Pyramid Lake NV for trout, a trip (not SIR sponsored) to La Paz
Mexico; rock fishing on a party boat outside the Gate; and day trips to San Pablo for trout and catfish, to Shadow Cliffs for
trout; to the Delta for stripers, sturgeon and black bass and a fish fry at a members home.
For more information or if you wish to sign up for a trip - call Karl Droese at 376-0468.
GOLF – 18 HOLES: GENE BELL (Br. 171) gdbell1@comcast.net 284-1786
TONY SCHOEMEHL (Br. 174) tonyliby@comcast.net 376-1471
Any members who are interested in joining the Golf Group, please complete the application that Is
available at the following link -- http://branch174.sirinc2.org/golf/home.htm There is also a 2014 schedule
and contact information at the link.

HISTORICAL ADVENTURES: TED WESTPHAL (Br. 171) tawiii@att.net 283-2172
From Ted Westphal – “The highly interesting Historical Adventure tours activity needs a new
chairman. I have been the chairman for the past 8 years and am retiring. I hope someone will
volunteer to continue this very successful activity, and I will help you get a good start! Please let me
know if you might consider taking the rewarding position. Ted Westphal: 283-2172 or tawiii@att.net.”
INVESTMENT GROUP:

TOM HENRY (Br. 174) tomh925@icloud.com 254-5724

David Sutton (Br-8) 686-0158
The SIRs Area 2 investment activity will meet at the Diablo Creek Country Club (North of Hwy 4 on
Port Chicago Hwy) from 8:00AM to 9:30AM. on October 26, 2016.
Our presenter will
be Kevin Gahagan, who specializes in working with business owners, professionals and corporate
executives in providing advanced financial planning and investment strategy. He has been
recognized by the San Francisco Business Times as one of “the Bay Area’s Top Twenty-Five
Independent Wealth Advisors,” identified as a “Top Advisor” by Reuters Advice Point, and
recognized by the Consumer Research Council of America as one of “America’s Top Financial Planners.

PINOCHLE: BILL KORN (Br. 171) blairkorn@comcast.net 376-1643
The Sirs pinochle game is held every Wednesday morning at 9:30 at the Moraga Royale on the corner
of Country Club Drive and Moraga Road. We play in a comfortable private room and many of us stay
there for a delightful lunch, at a very minimal cost. The Wednesday game is moved back to Tuesday on
the Sirs meeting day. We hope you can attend as we have a good time. If you don't know pinochle we
will teach you, as it is not difficult. We hope to see some new players in the near future.
POKER:

DICK MEDEL (Br. 174) 376-5568 & BILL WIEGMANN (Br. 174) bigwieg@comcast.net 376-6088
Our low-stakes poker group meets the fourth Wednesday of each month from 12:30 to 4:30pm. We
meet at various locations. To join us please contact Dick or Bill for information.

SENIOR STROLLERS:

JIM COUNTRYMAN jcountry@comcast.net 631-1766

Meets every Wednesday at 9 AM for an easy walk of less than a mile around/near the Moraga
Center, generally with a stop for coffee at some point along the way. Contact Jim to get on the
mailing list the starting point (which varies).
If you want a longer walk, try the WALKING group. For an even longer walk, with some
elevation, try the BIG HIKERS group.
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STAMP GROUP: LARRY BEANS (Br. 171) larrybeans@comcast.net 376-7306
We meet on the Friday following Branch 171 lunch meeting at 9:30 am. The group meets at Larry
Beans’ home at 20 Carr Drive in Moraga. Please call Larry for more information, or if you would like to
attend.

TABLE POOL:

AREA #2: BILL WEINBERG 682-0962
We usually have three or four pool games going when we meet on the 1st & 3rd Mondays at 11:30
am at Masse's – 2721 North Main in Walnut Creek. The cost is $5.00 for as long as you want to play.
We also have SIR members from other branches joining us and we usually play about 2 hours but not
everyone stays for the final curtain. Haven’t played in years? Come join us. All SIRs are welcome.

TENNIS: JIM COUNTRYMAN (Br. 171) jcountry@comcast.net 631-1766
RALPH THORNICROFT (Br. 174) grtincal@aol.com 376-8140
The Tennis Group plays at St. Mary’s College every Tuesday and Thursday. Times vary between
8:00am and 8:30am, depending on the weather. Players are at varying skill levels, mostly around the
3.0 range. Members’ wives are invited to join us, so let them know they are welcome. Call Jim or Ralph
for information.
TRAVEL: BOB SPELLMAN (Area 2 Chmn.) bobnjo@astound.net 934-8428
JOE TRACY (BR. 174) jotracy@comcast.net 954-7801
PLEASE NOTE: Only one trip is currently planned. There will be an Area Travel Meeting later this
month which will likely result in additional trips. These will be reported in the next newsletter.
Oct 8, 2016: Fleet Week (Blue Angels) Join us on the San Francisco Belle Paddlewheeler the crown
jewel of San Francisco Bay. There is no better vantage point to see the Air Show then on the SF Belle.
Cost is $141.00 including RT Motorcoach, Cruise aboard the Belle, Reserved seating, Hosted Hot Buffet Lunch with
Beverage, Music Entertainment, Special viewing of Blue Angel Show, and Driver Gratuity. Contact Milt Smith Br. 146,
925-280-0328 or John George 408-600-4635.

WALKING:

AL DONNER (Br. 171) aajdonner@gmail.com 376-1594
LYLE DECK (Br. 174) lgdeck@aol.com 254-3829
If you feel left out of something good, come join the group. Just show up across from the Serbian
Church by 9 am any Tuesday and you are good to go. No initiation fees, hazing or other sophomoric
rituals, just walking and talking and coffee after. The group walks for about three miles.
And if you want a slower pace, try the SENIOR STROLLERS group. If you want to try a faster pace,
try the BIG HIKERS group.

WINE TASTING: GENE BELL (Br. 171) gdbell1@comcast.net 284-1786
JON LEUTENEKER (Br. 174) jonleuteneker@comcast.net 376-7035
There are now two wine tasting groups. Both are couples events and normally held in-home starting
about 7:00 p.m. with a cost per person averaging about $15. Jon Leuteneker is chairman of the
group that meets on the second Tuesday of each month - this group has a full roster. Gene Bell is
chairman of the group that meets on the third Tuesday of each month - membership in this group
may still open.
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