
 

 

SIR BRANCH 171 
January 2016 

http://branch171.sirinc2.org/ 
                          A Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation for Retired Men Devoted to the                                                                                    
                                       Promotion of Independence and Dignity of Retirement 
 

     Our next meeting will be Wednesday, January 13 
              Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church Hall 
                                                            1700 School St., Moraga 
                                                            Social time begins at 11 
                                                            Meeting begins at 11:30 

 

 
 
BIG SIR MESSAGE:  TOM MARNANE,  chartom@pacbell.net  925-376-6312 

What a boost it has been to me personally to be with you, work with you and get to 
know you over the last years.  What a pleasure to be in the Tim Freeman, John 
Haffner, Sam Zorich, John Schick, Al Donner and Larry Beans training programs and 
to work with our Board and Volunteers.  Thank you for all you do.  Now to New Year 
Resolutions: 
 
     S   is for building on our Sensitivity to each other, Socializing and working with   
          each other and Sense of loyalty to our organization (which include saying yes  
          when asked to help) 

     I    is for our Interest in each other and our Intent to make our organization a little better each year                         

    R   is for Recruiting new members to share the S and I above 
 
I have taken some liberties above with our good SIR name to start off the New Year.  Our goal this year is to 
build on the words:   

We are committed to increasing our membership by 6 new members in 2016 —not always easy when 
balanced against our losses but we hit 5 last year and we will have a more active recruiting team this 
year. 

We are committed to increasing our participation in activities and add new activities.  We have an active 
activities committee now and should meet this goal. 

We are committed to continuing to recruit the same superlative quality of leadership and volunteer work 
that we have had.  We are grateful to all of you who go the extra mile with us and urge you to sign up 
this year if asked—or just step forward and volunteer.  (for starters we need a new bartender). 
 

2016 is already off to a good start. Ralph Blumenthal has filled out a slate of excellent speakers and we 
already have a contract for excellent food.  Our Nominating Committee is at work (the answer to them is “I will 
do it”).  Now all we have to do is make it all happen—and we will.  
 
 

Tom Marnane, Big SIR  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE:   OUR JANUARY MEETING IS NOT ON THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH.  IT 
IS ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH – JANUARY 13.  WE RETURN TO OUR FIRST 
WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH SCHEDULE IN FEBRUARY.  PLEASE UPDATE YOUR CALENDARS. 
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LITTLE SIR PROGRAM:  Ralph Blumenthal, ralphblu@comcast.net  925-254-6935 

We have an excellent roster of speakers for the 2016 year.  It includes a physical 
fitness person; a local politician; a sports columnist; a dietician; a news anchor person; 
an astronomer; an age management medicine expert; a member of law enforcement; a 
weather forecaster; an expert on Chinese culture, history and politics; and last but not 
least a Pearl Harbor survivor.  

Our speaker for the January meeting will be Stuart Moore - Head Personal Trainer,    
24 Hour Fitness.  Stuart knows absolutely everything there is to know about physical 
fitness, especially for seniors.  He is an expert on balance, mobility and flexibility and is 
certified from the National Academy of Sports Medicine in five different fitness 
activities:  Corrective  Exercise, Sports Performance, Weight Loss, Golf Fitness and 
Conditioning and Personal Trainer.  He teaches the Senior Fitness Class daily.  
Stuart’s topic will be, of course: Fitness for Seniors.      ,       

I am looking forward to my role as the new Little Sir and I sincerely hope that the speakers I have scheduled 
will be of interest to you all.  I also hope that the afore-mentioned speakers will all show up! 

Thanks to Little Sirs in the past.  Our chapter has consistently had interesting and informative speakers, and I 
will try to continue this tradition for the coming year! 

 

Ralph Blumenthal, Little SIR 
 
       

Announcements 

Make a SIR fashion statement this year!   
Get yourself some SIR logo apparel and merchandise.  Take a look at the attached documents to see the 
shirts, jackets, caps, and coffee mugs that are available.  John Haffner (johnhaffner@comcast.net or 925-376-
9064) has volunteered to be the “Branch Haberdasher.”  That means that he will coordinate the ordering and 
delivery process, if there is sufficient interest.  An order form is also attached to assist with identifying items 
you might like.  John will make an announcement at the January luncheon.   
 
SIR State President’s Letter 
Recent letter wriiten by our President: 

“On January 1, we will have a new SIR President named Don Dill.  My responsibility will shift to head of 
the nominating committee. It will be the job of my committee to help continue SIR by choosing good 
leaders. 

I need the help of all of our members to do the job properly. There are Sirs who think they do not have 
time or that the job is too hard.  Are these the same men who had successful careers? 

I have had nothing but support and encouragement from the leaders I have worked with in SIR.  Every 
position I held from branch director, Little Sir, Big Sir, Area Governor and on through State President has 
been a small price to pay for the fellowship and fun and brotherhood I have received in SIR. 

We are all volunteers in Sons in Retirement.  Our leaders come from our members. To paraphrase a 
famous President, “ Ask not what your organization can do for you; ask what you can do for Sons in 
Retirement.” 

I am waiting on your call.” 

Bob Hairston 
707-252-0252  forebjeepers@yahoo.com 
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Great Opportunities to be involved and to help the Branch 

As a follow-on to the SIR State President’s letter, we are looking for some members to step forward an fill 
some very important positions we have in the branch.  Take a look at the following opportunities to see where 
you can help the branch and also enhance your experience in the branch.    
Please call Big SIR Tom Marnane at 925-376-6312 or email chartom@pacbell.net if you are willing and able to 
serve in any of these positions. 

Continue to Enhance our Rich Set of Club Activity Programs 
Our outstanding 2015 Activities Chairman, Ralph Blumenthal, is moving onto to his Little Sir 
responsibilities. We are looking for a new Chair to continue the great work Ralph has done as the focal 
point for our club’s activities.  The role of the Activity Chairman is to be work with the various chairs of the 
branch activities in order to strenghen their groups, to identify and help launch new activities, and to 
communicate with other branches about their activities.   

Be First in Line at the Drink Bar 
Rick Fend has decided to retire as our illustrious head bartender for SIR lunches.  We need a 
replacement.  This is your opportunity to get certified (and added to your resume) at SIRS expense and 
become our next illustrious bartender.  Minors need not apply.   

Calling techno SIRs and those that just like to know what is going on  
Our SIR 171 Website Our club website was built by, maintained, and enhanced by Gary Borrelli.  Gary 
has been performing the role of webmaster for a number of years and has done a fantastic job!   
Gary is now ready to train his replacement!  The club webmaster position provides an excellent 
opportunity to keep on top of what is going on in the club, and to also present this material in an 
informative manner to our members and the public. The website is currently functional.  It just needs your 
special touch to keep it going.   
 
Get to know who is at the meetings and who is not 
Keep tabs of our luncheon attendance by filling the Attendance Chair vacancy.  This position is 
responsible to submit a monthly meeting attendance and absences report.  When any of us miss a 
meeting we call the hotline -- this is one of the feeds to capture information for the report.   

 
 
 
LADIE’S DAY LUNCHEON PHOTOS & COMMENTARY -- by Club photographer Russ Aubry (with intended typos) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our club 
photographer looks 
great in photos also !! 
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 LUNCH 

 

 

 

 
  

GUESTS AND NEW MEMBERS 
 

$15 Luncheon fee for first time guest 

The first time a guest attends a meeting the lunch fee is $15.  The regular luncheon fee will be charged for 
subsequent visits as a guest.   

Free Lunch for New Member & Sponsor 

If your guest becomes a member of our branch, both the member and the sponsor will receive a free lunch the day of 
induction.       

If you are inviting a guest don’t forget to call the hotline at 925-377-5880.  Provide the name of your guest if he is a 
first time guest.  If you have questions about this policy, call Larry Thompson, Membership Chair (925-631-9528). 

 
HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO SIRs 

 
 v Gene Blanc    v    James Drennan    v   Bert Enstrom   v   Robert Hays  v   Herb Long   v 

 v  Dick Macy  v  John Mossman   v Lloyd Pera   v Ed Preston   v  Lloyd Pringle   v 

 v   Clay Sealy **   v   Tom Westhoff   v   

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS TO SIRs 
 

 v Phil Arth    v    Bob Belshe    v   James Brown   v   John Christensen   v   Larry Del Santo   v 

 v  Jim Gibney  v  William Howard   v David Humm   v Irwin Javinsky   v  Bryant King   v 

 v   Bob Mandell   v   Darwin Marable   v   Gordon Mattonen   v Fred Nielsen    v   John Reed  v  

 v   Fred Schlichting   v   Dave Wood   v    

(* = Charter Member ** = Honorary Life Member) 

One of the above members for December and one member for Janaury will win a free lunch if he attends the Janaury  
meeting.  Members whose birth month is in December and January, and who do not see their name in the above list, 
should call the Big SIR prior to the meeting to ensure that their names are included in the drawing.  NOTE:  Members 
90 years of age or more will receive a free lunch on their birth month each year, but they must notify the Big SIR prior 
to the meeting.  Big SIR Tom Marnane can be reached at chartom@pacbell.net  925-376-6312 

           JANUARY LUNCHEON  MENU 
 

Asian marinated pork tenderloin w/black bean sauce 
Green Beans, saffron corn, mashed potatoes 

Green salad, fresh fruit salad, dessert 
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BRANCH REPORTS 

 
 
ATTENDANCE REPORT:  CHUCK HEALY eaglerwb@comcast.net  377-5880                          
 

No report this month due to Ladies Day Holiday Luncheon.      
 
PLEASE  KEEP  IN  MIND  THE  SIR  REQUIREMENT  TO  ATTEND  SIX  LUNCHEONS  OF  THE  LAST  TWELVE.  
ALSO, PLEASE CALL THE HOTLINE OR SIGN OUT WHEN YOU CAN’T MAKE A MEETING.   

 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  JIM FULFORD jafulford@comcast.net  254-5419 
 

                                   
 
 
 

	 
 

 
 
 

Please note that the receipts reflect advance Holiday Luncheon payments. 
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  LARRY THOMPSON  larryandginger@comcast.net  631-9528    
                                           TOM LENZ  chezlenz@comcast.net  278-1717 
                                           JOHN SCHICK  jschick@infionline.net 376-9412 
 

 
CHANGES:   
  

Active   
1.  None 

   
Inactive 
1. George Duey passed away 
2. Ed Balsdon Terminated inactive Nov 2010 
3. Charles Ogden Terminated inactive Sept 2010 
4. Jeff Schwartz Terminated inactive Nov 2010 
5. Rob Olson inactive status extended until Dec 2018  

 
INDUCTIONS  

1. None 
  

ACTIVE ROSTER: = 166 
 
INACTIVE ROSTER: = 33 

 
NEW APPLICATIONS  

   
1. Bill Magdoff   Sponsor Fred Lezak # 100    

          
APPLICANT LIST = 2 
 

Members need to call the SIR 171 "HOT LINE" at 925-377-5880 before 1pm on the Saturday before the meeting if 
they are not going to attend (unless they filled-in the "Absence Notification" sheet at a prior meeting), or if they 
are bringing a guest. 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2015 
 

             Cash Balance at November 1, 2015            13,529.68 

             Month’s Receipts                               $ 9,035.00 

             Month’s Disbursements                     $ 3,273.12	
            Cash Balance at November 30, 2015           19,291.56 
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Membership Application Forms are always available at the desk at the meetings, or from Larry Thompson. 
 
ROSTER CORRECTIONS:  LARRY THOMPSON 631-9528 larryandginger@comcast.net  - None! 
 
NOTICE:  Whenever your mail or E-mail, address or phone number changes please do advise Larry Thompson; he will in 
turn update the master Roster and advise the Newsletter staff. 
 
 
 
SUNSHINE REPORT:  MONTE LOGAN  MonteGryFx@aol.com  376-0264 

 
Branch 171 
 
As reported earlier, SIR Ed Ahearn is recuperating at the Manor Care Convalescent Hospital on Rossmoor Pkwy, Walnut 
Creek.  I visited him last week and he told me that he is really eager to come home.   
 
Branch 174 
 
SIR Jack Holtzapple is recovering from a rib injury. 
 
•••Please try to contact SIR's with illnesses to offer your support and encouragement and keep them in our thoughts and 
prayers.  A friendly call is welcome.  Cards and letters are always appreciated.  If you are aware of an ill SIR, please let 
Monte Logan know by e-mail or phone.  
 
  
 
 
 
KNOW YOUR SIRs  
 
Steven Honda 

Steven was born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii.  He came to the mainland for college and graduated from Stanford with 
a BA in Economics and then UCLA with a PhD in Economics and an MBA.  He has worked for financial institutions in the 
treasury and capital markets area for his entire career, starting with First Interstate and Security Pacific in Los Angeles.  
He moved to Moraga when Security Pacific merged with Bank of America in 1992, and has worked at the Federal Home 
Loan Bank of San Francisco for the last 21 years.   

Steven’s wife, Nancy Hom, is a San Francisco native, and they are happy to be here close to her extended family.  They 
have two sons, Andrew and Geoffrey, both Miramonte grads that went to college in San Diego and liked the area so much 
they found jobs there.   

Steven retired at the beginning of 2015, and has enjoyed the additional time to cycle, golf and hike.  Cycling is a hobby 
that he started just 4 years ago and has now become a real passion, cycling around the Bay Area and an occasional cycle 
tour.  Currently, he’s been working on his golf game, taking lessons and spending a lot of time on the range. While still a 
work in progress, Steve is beginning to see some improvement.   Backpacking is also something he had limited time to do 
while working and is hoping to do more of it now.  He started the John Muir Trail this September, but cut the trip short due 
to the fires in the Kings Canyon Area.  He plans to try again next year.    

Steven is looking forward to meeting many new people at the SIR lunch meetings. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Know Your SIR is edited by Dave Humm dmh2@silcon.com  376-5895.  We would like to have all of our 
members, who wish to do so, be included in this directory.  Please write down the salient points of your life (1/2 
page) and provide it to Dave (via e-mail if possible).  It will then be written up in a future newsletter. Dave has 
copies of all past “Know Your SIR” reports.  Access to them is available via e-mail; or a hard copy can be had for 
the cost of printing.  
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SIR 171 MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
 
No articles received by the editor this month. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
When you see an article about a SIR 171 member, please send to Stan Holcenberg at sholcenb@comcast.net.   
The deadline for the receipt of information for each newsletter is the 15th of the month.  Thanks. 
 
 
 
BRANCH 171 NEWSLETTER:  Editor STAN HOLCENBERG  sholcenb@comcast.net, 3954 Campolindo Drive, 
Moraga, CA 94556.  The deadline for receipt of Newsletter material by the Editor is the 15th of the month.  E-mail is 
preferred. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

BRANCH ACTIVITIES (Branches 171 & 174) 
 
 
ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN:   OPEN POSITION 

 
The Activity Chairman’s role is to keep in close contact with each of the chairmen of the branch activities 
in order to understand what they are doing and how things are going, to determine if they are planning 
any special activities that they want to communicate to the rest of the Branch, and to determine if there 
is anything special that requires assistance.  Also, the Chair keeps in communication with the other 
branches in the area to determine if there are additional activity announcements that should be made to 
our branch.   

The Chair is always looking for suggestions for additional activities (e.g. Book Club, Chess, Cooking, Current Events 
Discussions, etc etc), and is the focal point to communicate with if you would like to chair any of the open activity groups.    

 
APPLE USERS ACTIVITY: DICK MACY (Br. 171)  m.hobie@comcast.net   376-1180 
 

NOTE: There is no meeting in December.  The next meeting will be on Monday, January 25. 

The meeting focus is on Apple/Mac computers, iPads,& iPhones.  Each meeting includes a discussion 
of recent Apple/Mac announcements and releases; a roundtable discussion of applications, general 
rumors, issues, and problems members may be having; and a few formal topics.     

Meetings are held in the conference room at the CC County Supervisor office at 3338 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, on the 
fourth Monday of each month at 10:00 AM to noon. The location is the fire station building across the street from El 
Charro restaurant.  Enter left side door at top of steps.  Come and be a part of the group. 
 
 
 
ASTRONOMY:    GEORGE COBB (Br. 174) gecblue@aol.com  200-7749        

LARRY LANG (Br. 8) 
 
We meet the second Monday of each month in the Tilden Room at the Concord Hilton Hotel on Diamond 
Boulevard.  Our meetings commence at 1:30.  Please join us for an entertaining meeting.  All are welcome.  
Call or e-mail George (GECBlue@aol.com) for details and further information. 
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BARBERSHOP HARMONY:   BRAD DEWEY (Br. 171) ebdewey@att.net  376-3349    

           RON LEIKER (Br. 174) leikerinda@comcast.net  376-3884 
 
The SIRpremes are basically a barbershop octet.  We sing songs in four-part harmony.  By having two 
people on each part, the problems caused by absences are greatly reduced – obviously.  We meet just 
about every Tuesday for one hour.  We take a few minutes to discuss the affairs of the world, and then 
get down to business, working on one or two songs, finishing by partaking of some delicious cookies, 
freshly baked by Brad’s wife, Carol.  Our self-determined purpose has been to add a little variety to the 
monthly luncheon meetings of Branches 171 and 174, plus the Christmas luncheon with our ladies.  Our 

only other singouts have been for the Moraga Movers and at Sam Zorich’s birthday party. 
  
 
BOCCE BALL:  BILL BONDY (Br. 171)  WBondyO@aol.com  254-1266    

 JOE FITZGERALD (Br. 174)  joefitger@aol.com  376-4656 
 
Bocce season for 2015 is over.  The group will convene again next spring.    

When in season Bocce is played every Tuesday and Friday at 10 am just beyond the bandstand at 
the Moraga Commons.  Play is suspended for the rainy season and resumes in the spring. The cost is all 
of $2; the game is really easy to learn and is great fun, including a lot of good chat.  Call Bill for 
information on Tuesday play and Joe about Fridays. You can play on either or both days.  

 
 
BOOK CLUB:        Bob Krompholz (Br 171 chair) krompholz@comcast.net  253- 0912 

Al Dessayer (Br 171 co-chair) dessayer@pacbell.net  376-7430 
 
NEW CLUB:  The goal of the club is to develop an agreed upon list of books which club members 
will discuss at future monthly meetings.  An attempt will be made to vary the selections to include the 
latest best sellers as well as some classics, bacon fiction and non fiction.   

Each member will select a book he has read or would like to read and suggest it to other members, 
who will then read the book and be ready for discussion at subsequent meetings.  This is a great way not only to continue 
your reading enjoyment but also to discuss your comments and ideas with intelligent, curious, cerebral fellows like 
yourself 

 
BOWLING - AREA 2:   LLOYD WEST (Br. 19) 228-9037 

 
Area 2 Tournament bowling is held at Diablo Lanes in Concord on the 4th Thursday of each 
month.  Be there at 9:30 am.  League Bowling is also available every Wednesday at 10 am.  There 
is also open bowling on Tuesdays at 10 am for practice.  More members are welcome.  Call for more 
information. 
 

 
BRIDGE:  GREG TCHERKOYAN (Br. 171) gresta2@sbcglobal.net  838-0361    

    STEWART KNUDSEN (Br. 174) svknudsen619@aol.com  376-4919 
 

We meet at the Moraga Hacienda on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month.  Please 
arrive by 9:50 am.  Play starts promptly at 10:00 am.  Bring $5 and a bag lunch.  Call Greg or Stu for 
further information. 
 
 

 
COMPUTERS & TECHNOLOGY:    DEREK SOUTHERN (Br. 8)  Derek.southern@gmail.com  253-1646 

     

The Area 2 Computer and Technology Group announces that our next meeting will be at the Walnut 
Creek Elks Lodge on Thursday January 21, 2016 at 9:30 am. Sirs from all branches and their guests 
are welcome and invited to attend. 

On January 21, 2016 the CAT presentation will be "All Things Google". Neil Schmidt will introduce you 
to many of the numerous Google applications beyond the "standards" like Google Chrome, Gmail and  
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Google Search. Almost all Google applications are available for the PC as well as Android and iOS mobile devices. Neil 
will demonstrate a number of these (mostly FREE) creative tools and show you why you may want to start using them. 

Some members arrive at 9:00 AM to enjoy coffee and chat before the presentation at the Walnut Creek Elks Lodge, 1475 
Creekside Drive. The presentation starts at 9:30.  

We ask for a donation of $5 to cover the cost of the hall rental, coffee and cookies -- but some months are free, so come 
and see if our October meeting is another one of those!  All SIR members and their guests (spouses included!) are 
welcome to attend. See you there. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COUPLES DINING OUT   SAM ZORICH (BR. 171) samzorich@yahoo.com 376-7799 
 
The group dines out every other month.  Karl Droese is scheduling the next gathering, tentatively 
scheduled for January 27 at the Lafayette Park Hotel.  

Please contact Sam Zorich if you would like information about the group. 
 

 

 

DOMINOES  Tom Westhoff   376-2609   westhoff40@comcast.net 

 

The new SIR 171 Domino group meets every Thursday at Moraga Royale at 1:00pm.  Contact Tom 
for information and to determine space availability. 

 

 

 

FISHING:  KARL DROESE (Br. 171)  kdroese@comcast.net  376-0468   DICK THOMSON (Area 2)    
 
All SIR members and guests are welcome and, indeed, encouraged to participate in fishing 
trips as well as attend the monthly meetings.  Next meeting will be Thursday, January 28th at 
the Legends Sports Bar and Grill at the Diablo Creek Golf Course at 4050 Port Chicago 
Highway in Concord, starting at 8:30am.   
 
The November and December storms slowed us down a bit, but the local winter trout fishing 

is very good.  Seven members all caught good sized fish from Shadow Cliffs lake. One member caught an 18 lb salmon 
on one of the last days of the ocean season on board the good ship Wacky Jacky.  Jackie, the captain, came to the aid of 
another member who was fishing from his own boat when the fog rolled in, and Jackie guided him to safety.  Another 
member and son continued to catch ling and rock cod from Monterrey Bay.  Three members fished the delta for lots of 
small stripers.  Three other members fished for Sturgeon in the Delta, releasing several undersized and keeping one legal 
fish.  Several rockfish were caught near Pacifica. 
 
We will be very busy this winter with: Delta fishing for catfish, striped bass, and sturgeon; and for trout in local lakes. Also, 
in January we will be taking our annual trips to the Sportsmen’s EXPO in Sacramento, and to Bass Pro Shop and 
Fishermen’s Warehouse in Manteca. 
 

 

GOLF – 18 HOLES:  GENE BELL (Br. 171)  gdbell1@comcast.net  284-1786   
        TONY SCHOEMEHL (Br. 174)  tonyliby@comcast.net  376-1471  

 
Any members who are interested in joining the Golf Group, please complete the application that Is 
available at the following link -- http://branch174.sirinc2.org/golf/home.htm   There is also a 2014 schedule 
and contact information at the link. 
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HISTORICAL ADVENTURES:  TED WESTPHAL (Br. 171)  tawiii@att.net  283-2172  

           

There are no tours currently scheduled.  Plans for 2016 may include dates for tours of the Rosie The 
Riveter National Memorial (plus the nearby ship 'Red Oak Victory'), in addition to other docent led 
tours of historical significance in the Bay Area. We would very much like to identify additional, 
possibly less known destinations that any member would care to suggest. So I encourage you to 
send an e-mail (tawiii@att.net) with any idea you might like to offer! 

 
INVESTMENT GROUP:        TOM HENRY (Br. 174) tomh925@icloud.com  254-5724          

David Sutton (Br-8) 686-0158 

The Area 2 $ums Investment Group will meet on Wednesday January 27, 2016, at 8:00 a.m. at the 
Legends restaurant at the Diablo Creek Golf Course, 4050 Port Chicago Highway, Concord.   

Our guest speaker again this January will be Tom Kopas of the Pring Turner Capital Group.  Tom’s 
topic will be Financial Outlook—2016, and will address many of today’s topical questions. 

Tom is one of our most popular guest speakers having been invited to present to the $ums 
Investment Group each year since 2002. He is a principal and portfolio manager at Pring Turner Capital Group in Walnut 
Creek. Tom co-authored a book published by McGraw Hill entitled “Investing in the Second Lost Decade”. 

The Legends restaurant opens at 7:00 a.m., so come early and have a leisurely breakfast with your colleagues prior to the 
meeting.  Plan to attend this meeting and bring a prospective SIR. 

 

PINOCHLE:  BILL KORN (Br. 171)  blairkorn@comcast.net  376-1643 

The Sirs pinochle game is held every Wednesday morning at 9:30 at the Moraga Royale on the corner 
of Country Club Drive and Moraga Road.  We play in a comfortable private room and many of us stay 
there for a delightful lunch, at a very minimal cost.  The Wednesday game is moved back to Tuesday on 
the Sirs meeting day.  We hope you can attend as we have a good time.  If you don't know pinochle we 
will teach you, as it is not difficult.  We hope to see some new players in the near future. 

POKER:     DICK MEDEL (Br. 174) 376-5568 & BILL WIEGMANN (Br. 174)  bigwieg@comcast.net  376-6088 

Our low-stakes poker group meets the fourth Wednesday of each month from 12:30 to 4:30pm.  We 
meet at various locations. To join us please contact Dick or Bill for information. 
 
 

 

STAMP GROUP:  LARRY BEANS (Br. 171)  larrybeans@comcast.net  376-7306;  Rich Sjoberg (Br. 174) 254-1661 
 
We meet on the Friday following Branch 171 lunch meeting at 9:30 am.  PLEASE NOTE NEW 
LOCATION – Larry Beans’ home at 20 Carr Drive in Moraga.  Please call Larry or Rich for more information, 
or if you would like to attend. 
 
 

 
TABLE POOL:    AREA #2:  BILL WEINBERG 682-0962 

 
We usually have three or four pool games going when we meet on the 1st & 3rd Mondays at 11:30 
am at Masse's – 2721 North Main in Walnut Creek. The cost is $5.00 for as long as you want to play. 
We also have SIR members from other branches joining us and we usually play about 2 hours but not 
everyone stays for the final curtain. Haven’t played in years?  Come join us.  All SIRs are welcome. 
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TENNIS: JIM COUNTRYMAN (Br. 171)  jcountry@comcast.net  631-1766    
   RALPH THORNICROFT (Br. 174)  grtincal@aol.com  376-8140 

 
The Tennis Group plays at St. Mary’s College every Tuesday and Thursday.  Times vary between 
8:00am and 8:30am, depending on the weather. Players are at varying skill levels, mostly around the 
3.0 range.  Members’ wives are invited to join us, so let them know they are welcome.  Call Jim or Ralph 
for information. 
 

 
TRAVEL:  BOB SPELLMAN (Area 2 Chmn.)  bobnjo@astound.net  934-8428 

    JOE TRACY (BR. 174)  jotracy@comcast.net  954-7801        

Feb 3, 2016: Jersey Boys. This is a true story of Frankie Valli and the The Four Seasons who became 
one of the biggest American pop music sensations of all time. The musical features such Four Season 
hits as “Big Girls Don’t Cry,” “Sherry”, “Walk Like A Man”, and “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You.  Cost is 
$116.00 which includes RT motorcoach, reserved center Orchestra seats at the Orpheum Theatre and 
driver gratuity. Contact Ken Richter, Br 146, 689-6217. 

Mar 13-17, 2016: Spring Training with #SIR 146.  5 day trip with something for everyone. Upon arrival in Phoenix you 
will be transferred to your accommodations at the Embassy Suites for your 4 night stay. Amenities include hosted 
breakfast  and  happy hour. All meals during your stay are included. You will enjoy morning  activities  that include a 
variety of local attractions and guest speakers. Your game tickets are the  best seats available. Every effort will be made 
to include A’s and Giants games. Cost of $1795.00 includes RT to and from airport,  three games,  4 night 
accommodations,  tours, and guide services. Contact Ken Richter, Br 146, 689-6217. 

Mar 25-Apr 10, 2016: Big Band Voyage Across The Atlantic Ocean. 16 day all inclusive cruise on the Crystal 
Symphony. Relish the blissful luxury of days at sea, highlighted by visits to Bermuda, the Azores, Barcelona, Bandol and 
Monte Carlo.  Cruise cost from $3665. Join SIR 146 on May 14th, 2015 at 1:30 pm for a special cruise presentation and 
extra savings opportunities. Contact Ken Richter, Br 146, 925-689-6217. 

May 3-5, 2016: Vatican Splendors exhibit at the Reagan Presidential Library. The Vatican exhibit only travels every 
other year so don’t miss the opportunity to experience 2,000 years of Vatican art and history. You will also visit the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library. Cost $591.00 including RT motorcoach, 2 night stay at the Pepper Tree in Santa Barbara, 
baggage handling, 6 meals, guided tours of the Library, and Santa Barbara Mission, with a visit to Solvang, and drivers 
gratuity. Contact Ken Richter, Br. 146, 925-689-6217. 

Sep 13-26, 2016: Essence of the Elbe: Berlin to Prague. 13 day river cruise tour aboard the M/S River Allegro, a 
privately owned 90 passenger ship exclusively for American Travelers. Ports of call include Prague, Dresden, Meissen, 
Torgau, Wittenberg, Magdeburg and Berlin. Trip includes   2 night hotel stay in Prague and 3 nights in Berlin, 29 meals, 
10 exclusive tours with headsets, transfers, port charges, gratuities for local guides, motorcoach drivers and a dedicated 
Program Director. Cost $3595 to $4195 depending on Cabin. Contact Ken Richter, Br. 146, 925-689-6217. 
 
 
 
WALKING (and talking):    AL DONNER (Br. 171)  aajdonner@gmail.com  376-1594 

                                    LYLE DECK (Br. 174)  lgdeck@aol.com  254-3829 
 
If you feel left out of something good, come join the group. Just show up across from the Serbian 
Church by 9 am any Tuesday and you are good to go. No initiation fees, hazing or other sophomoric 
rituals, just walking and talking and coffee after.    

And if you want a significantly slower pace, try the Wednesday morning amblers, who also meet at 9 
by the church. They walk slower, perhaps a mile total, on flat surfaces, but still have the good 
conversations and post-walk coffee. Good group for creaky knees! 
 
 

 
WINE TASTING:  GENE BELL (Br. 171)  gdbell1@comcast.net  284-1786 

   JON LEUTENEKER (Br. 174)  jonleuteneker@comcast.net  376-7035 
 

There are now two wine tasting groups. Both are couples events and normally held in-home starting 
about 7:00 p.m. with a cost per person averaging about $15.  Jon Leuteneker is chairman of the 
group that meets on the second Tuesday of each month - this group has a full roster.  Gene Bell is 
chairman of the group that meets on the third Tuesday of each month - membership in this group 
may still open.   

 

 


