SIR BRANCH 171
December 2016
http://branch171.sirinc2.org/
A Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation for Retired Men Devoted to the
Promotion of Independence and Dignity of Retirement

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL NOT BE A REGULAR
LUNCHEON MEETING IN DECEMBER.
PLAN TO ATTEND THE LADIES DAY HOLIDAY
LUNCHEON ON DECEMBER 14 AT THE
SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE SODA CENTER.
DETAILS IN “ANNOUNCEMENTS”
NEXT REGULAR MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4

BIG SIR MESSAGE: TOM MARNANE, chartom@pacbell.net 925-376-6312
Dear fellow SIRs,
This is my last Big SIR newsletter article. I owe you all a sincere debt of
gratitude for your support and assistance over the past year. It has been both
work and great fun being Big SIR and I hope many of you will volunteer in
2017 for one of the many jobs it takes to keep us going.
We closed the year on a high note with three new members at our last
meeting. We fell short of our goal of increasing by four new members overall
and will have to be more vigorous in our pursuit of new members next year.
All of your new officers will participate in formal SIR training on December 7th and will be revved up
for 2017. I will turn over the reigns to Ralph Blumenthal at our January 4th meeting for which I see
our new Little SIR Barry Leskin has already lined up a great speaker. More in the “Announcements”
section of the newsletter.
SIR Branch 171 is in good hands -- keep up the great work supporting each other!

Tom Marnane, Big SIR
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

LITTLE SIR MESSAGE: RALPH BLUMENTHAL, ralphblu@comcast.net 925-254-6935
A Big Fond Farewell to My Little Sir Chores!
This will be my last article as Little Sir. The good part: getting the opportunity to
talk to a lot of very interesting people. The bad part: worrying if the speakers will
show up, and if they do, will they be interesting? We have had some pretty good
hits this year and, I am afraid, a few misses.
January: Head Personal Trainer for 24 Hour Fitness, Stuart Moore, reminded
us to exercise everyday if we want to exist and he showed us how to do it. (no
one volunteered to come to the stage and do the stuff Stuart recommended!)
February: Catherine Baker, Assembly Woman, 16th District, reminded us
how charming, personable and knowledgeable a politician really can be!
March: Tim Kawakami, Contra Costa Sports Analyst, predicted Bogut, Barnes and Ezili would be
traded for Kevin Durant…we all said “naa, can’t split up a perfect team like that!
April: Kitty Linhart, Dietician and Consultant for Senior Living, urged us to eat those veggies and fruits
every day if we want to live another day (goes with exercising every day for six hours!)
May: Dan Ashley, ABC News Anchor, Channel 7, was just about the friendliest, nicest news
anchorman I have ever met (of course, my acquaintances with news anchors is severely limited)
June: Dr. Paul Kim, Specialist in Age Management, showed us how to age gracefully (he didn’t
mention exercising til we drop or eating veggies til we split, but it was sort of understood!)
July: Spencer Christian, Weather Forecaster KGO TV, rivaled Dan Ashley as a genuine nice
guy…funny too…and interesting — he got a lot of respect!! (if you were there, you will understand my
attempt to be clever!)
August: Chuck Kohler, Pearl Harbor Survivor, great guy, great patriot, ...probably the only speaker in a
long time to get a real standing ovation after his talk….well deserved!
September: Nan Su, News Commentator for Chinese Radio Network, well-versed on Chinese culture,
Chinese/American relations, Chinese politics etc. Unfortunately, he chose to speak on China
harvesting body parts; not a terrific subject while eating a nice lunch! Oh well!
October: One of our very own, the very impressive, multi-talented Jim Scala, best selling author,
astronomy expert, nutrition expert, gave a very interesting talk on old sayings and wives tales and how
much sense they made to our mothers....turns out our mothers were right all along about that apple a
day!
November: Michael Butler, Artistic Director of the Lesher Theater, was terrific! Entertaining, funny,
interesting and also a very nice guy with a lot of fascinating stories to tell.
So that’s it…..I sincerely hope you all were not bored, offended, insulted, vexed or annoyed! Now I look
forward to the awesome responsibility of being The Big Sir!…….see you all in January…..

Ralph Blumenthal, Little SIR
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our 2017 Little SIR is Hard at Work !!
Barry Leskin formally assumes his Little SIR responsibilities in January, but is
already very hard at work to help ensure we will have a great year. He has been
focusing on a great lineup of speakers, getting input and perspective from our
members, and already has some great ones set up for the beginning of 2017.
At the November meeting Barry handed out a survey to all of us. Based on the
60+ feedback suggestions, the following are the areas the club members were
most interested in:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Sports Personalities
Financing and Investing Update
Health and Nutrition
Politics
Travel

NOTE: If you did not have a chance to complete the survey, Barry would love to get some feedback from you.
The survey is attached to the newsletter mailing. It can be completed online and sent to Barry at
barryleskin@gmail.com or plan to give it to him at the January meeting.
Regarding the speakers, here is the lineup for the first three months of the year:
•

January:

Dr. Ian Mitroff

Organizational Crisis Management Expert

•

February:

Dr. John Karachewski

Geologist and Climate Change Expert

•

March:

Jim King

President, J.P. King Advisors – Investments & Advising
I

Ladie’s Day Holiday Luncheon
Time is running out for you to complete and submit your Reservation for this year’s Ladies Day Luncheon to be
held Wednesday, December 14, at St. Mary’s College Soda Center. The cost is $50 per person. In addition
to an excellent meal, there will be an outstanding musical program we know you will enjoy. Use the
Reservation Form attached to this newsletter mailing to sign-up for you alone, you and a guest, or form a
table of eight of your friends and perhaps someone you would like to introduce to SIR. Reservation forms
must be received by Frank May (contact info on the form) by December 5.

Two Legends are Moving On
After eight years of service, John Schick is moving on from his responsibilities as Club Secretary in January.
Also, after seven years as Club Secretary, Larry Thompson is moving on as Membership Chairman in January.
The new Secretary will be Mike Donovan and the new Membership Chair will be Stew Chalem.
Our thanks to John and Larry for their stellar work in these positions, and a warm welcome to Mike and Stew.
John Schick will remain on as a Director.
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Committee Members Needed
The following positions are open:
•
•
•
•

Activity Chairman
Attendance Committee Member
Bartender
Webmaster

Pleased contact Big SIR Tom (chartom@pacbell.net or 925-376-6312) if you would like additional information
about any of these positions or to volunteer to fill one.
In addition, there are various Activity Chairs or Co-Chairs that need 171 leadership, among them are Bocce
Ball and Historical Adventures.

Golf Update
There is a very comprehensive new golf website. The link is www.sirlamorindagolf.com. The website includes
the membership application, a list of current members, schedules, event results, and other pertinent
information for members and prospective members. Bill Wadsworth of Branch 174 is the incoming SIR
Lamorinda Golf Club chairman.

New Members
A warm welcome to the three new members inducted at the October meeting.
Please introduce yourself to each of them, welcome them to the group, help them
find a seat at a table, and answer any questions they might have.

Laszlo Bonnyay was inducted by Tom Westhoff. Laszlo is from Budapest,
Hungary, was married 46 years, has two children and two grandchildren, and
lives in Moraga.

Richard Carmel was inducted by Ed Drasin. Richard is from Los Angeles. He
and his wife Jori have been married 47 years, have two children (who live in
Burlingame and Los Angeles) and five grandchildren, and live in Lafayette.
Richard’s bio is on page 8 of the newsletter.

Alan Traenkner was inducted by Tom Lenz, filling in for sponsor Tim Freeman.
Alan is from Massena, New York and Lafayette, Indiana. He and his wife Janet
have been married 48 years, have two daughters (who live in Austin, Texas and
Sydney, Australia) and live in Moraga.
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NOVEMBER PHOTOS & COMMENTARY -- by Club Photographer Russ Aubry (with his comments & intended typos)
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BRANCH REPORTS
ATTENDANCE REPORT: FRANCIS WONG franciscpwong@gmail.com 925-376-0967
There were 123 attendees at the November lunch, including 121 members, the speaker, and one quest. 76% of the
membership attended. There were 26 members that signed out. Twelve no-shows did not sign out.
PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THE SIR REQUIREMENT TO ATTEND SIX LUNCHEONS OF THE LAST TWELVE.
ALSO, PLEASE CALL THE HOTLINE OR SIGN OUT WHEN YOU CAN’T MAKE A MEETING.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Bob Krompholtz krompholtz@comcast.net 925-528-9937
Please contact Bob Krompholz if you would like to receive the latest financial report.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: LARRY THOMPSON larryandginger@comcast.net 925-631-9528
TOM LENZ chezlenz@comcast.net 925-278-1717
JOHN SCHICK jschick@att.net 925-376-9412
CHANGES:
Active
1. Bryant King # 9 has returned to active status
Inactive
1. Cliff Machek has passed away
INDUCTIONS
1. Alan Traenkner # 54
2. Laselo Bonnyay # 21
3. Rich Carmel #60

Sponsor Tom Lenz (For Tim Freeman # 139)
Sponsor Tom Westhoff # 36
Sponsor Ed Drasin # 17

ACTIVE ROSTER: = 159
INACTIVE ROSTER: = 38
NEW APPLICATIONS
1. Laselo Bonnyay
2. Rich Carmel
3. Jim Hardy

Sponsor Tom Westhoff # 36
Sponsor Ed Drasin # 17
Sponsor Steve Wright # 134

APPLICANT LIST = 1
Membership Application Forms are always available at the desk at the meetings, or from Larry Thompson.
ROSTER CORRECTIONS: LARRY THOMPSON 925-631-9528 larryandginger@comcast.net - None!

NOTE: Please contact Larry Thompson whenever your personal information changes (i.e. email address,
home address, and/or phone number) or whenever you wish a membership status change (i.e. to request
inactive status or to resign). Larry will in turn update the master Roster and advise the Newsletter staff.

SUNSHINE REPORT: MONTE LOGAN MonteGryFx@aol.com 925-376-0264
Branch 171
It is sad to hear about the passing of SIR David Messenger who was a former member of our Branch 171. He later
transferred to Branch 174. His obituary is listed below.
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Branch174
We are deeply saddened to report the passing of SIR David Messenger from heart failure on Sunday, October 30. Dave
was 88 years young and had been married to his wife, Carol, for 65 years. A Celebration of Life will be held in honor of
Dave on Saturday, December 3, at the Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church, 40 Knox Drive, Lafayette. Dave was
inducted into SIR Branch 171 in 2004 and transferred to Branch 174 upon its creation in 2009. Dave had only recently
transferred to Inactive status because of declining health.
DAVID L. (“Dave”) MESSINGER #67 – Inducted in 2004
Dave was born in Denver, Colorado and was a civil engineering graduate of the University of Colorado.
After graduating in 1950, he migrated to California to work for the Bechtel Corporation and, later, Kaiser
Engineers. Soon after arriving in California, Dave met his wife-to-be Carol, and married her in 1951. There are
three children and five grandchildren.
Dave worked for several large, engineering construction companies and the State of California before opening his
own consulting structural engineering office in Oakland in 1961. While in private practice, Dave served as
consultant on earthquake-resistant design to the University of California, the Office of the State Architect, County of
Alameda, City of Oakland, Kaiser Foundation Hospitals, Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory and the Oakland and San
Francisco School Districts. One of his particular interests was first-hand observation of damage resulting from
major earthquakes. After working for 44 years plus 32 years in private practice, Dave retired in 1994.
His professional associations were with the Structural Engineers Association of Northern California and the
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute. Dave wrote and presented a number of technical papers on
earthquake-related design issues in the U. S., China, England and Australia.
Dave's hobbies were photography, playing the organ, traveling, reading, keeping abreast of advancements in
earthquake engineering and volunteer work consisting of co-chairing the PAS Organ Workshop and, recently, being
inducted as a deacon at the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church. Dave and Carol escaped to Lafayette from the
People's Republic of Berkeley in 1968.
------------------------ ------------------------ -----------------------•••Please try to contact SIR's with illnesses to offer your support and encouragement and keep them in our thoughts and
prayers. A friendly call is welcome. Cards and letters are always appreciated. If you are aware of an ill SIR, please let
Monte Logan know by e-mail or phone.

KNOW YOUR SIRs
Jerry Compton
Jerry was born in Dallas, TX, where he lived with his parents and brother until he was 5 years old. The family then moved
to Oklahoma City and soon after the family split up. When his parents divorced, he was raised by his paternal
grandparents and his brother raised by his mother’s parents. Jerry progressed through the Oklahoma City schools,
graduated from Central High School, attended Oklahoma City College and then enlisted in the Navy.
The next move was to Los Angeles where his brother lived. LA was a thrill for him where, occasionally, one crossed paths
with celebrities. Jerry enjoyed participating in several little theatre performances. There were times in those twelve LA
years that this “country boy” learned that he was really out of Oklahoma!
Jerry worked in accounting, then moved to institutional food sales with the Glen Webb Company. In 1963, Glen Webb was
expanding in Northern California and offered him a transfer to the San Francisco area. He worked in food service for
about 40 years. In 1993, instead of retiring, Jerry went into a relatively young and fast growing business - Credit Card
Processing- where he is still active today, although partially retired.
He and his bride, Edith, met on a chair lift at Sugar Bowl Ski Resort on Donner Summit and married in 1967. They both
joined the Volunteer National Ski Patrol two years later. They have 2 wonderful children who love the mountains winter
and summer. Lafayette has been their home since 1980. Jerry has participated in local theatre with the Laf-Frantics
Musical Theatre Group.
Jerry’s favorite activities include skiing, dancing, travel, exercising and reading.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Richard Carmel
Richard was born (1945) and raised in Los Angeles. He graduated from UC Berkeley in Physics and Biology in December
1966, and received his MD from Harvard in 1971. He completed his fellowship training in Radiation Oncology at Stanford
in 1976. Since then he practiced his specialty at Mt. Diablo/John Muir Cancer Centers in Concord and Walnut Creek until
leaving active practice in September 2015. (He still does his group's bookkeeping and occasional vacation coverage in
the cancer centers.)
He has been married to Jori since 1969. She owns and runs a preschool in Alamo. Their daughter, Erica, is an electrical
engineer/MBA in Burlingame with three daughters (7, 9 and 12 yr old). Erica consults for Google. Their son, Bryan, is a
TV/Internet executive in charge of comedy production for Fusion Network in Los Angeles. Bryan has a son and daughter
(2 and 4 yr old).
Rich’s hobbies include world travel, whitewater rafting and kayaking (4 trips down the Colorado River in the Grand
Canyon), hiking, reading, and gardening.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Know Your SIR is edited by Dave Humm dmh2@silcon.com 925-376-5895. We would like to have all of our
members, who wish to do so, be included in this directory. Please write down the salient points of your life (1/2
page) and provide it to Dave (via e-mail if possible). It will then be written up in a future newsletter. Dave has
copies of all past “Know Your SIR” reports. Access to them is available via e-mail; or a hard copy can be had for
the cost of printing.

SIR 171 MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
SIR Bill Cooper was featured in the November 2 issue of the Lamorinda Weekly in an article titled “Orinda Veterans
Remember Okinawa.”
Paste the following link into your Internet browser to view the article -http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1018/print/Orinda-Veterans-Remember-Okinawa.html
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------When you see an article about a SIR 171 member, please send to Stan Holcenberg at sholcenb@comcast.net. The
th
deadline for the receipt of information for each newsletter is the 15 of the month. Thanks

SIR Haberdasher
Our club haberdasher, John Haffner (johnhaffner@comcast.net or 925-376-9064, wants to help our members get attired
in the latest SIR fashions. Call John and discuss the fantastic line of logo items, what you can wear to club meetings and
to impress your friends, as well as SIR merchandise items.

BRANCH 171 NEWSLETTER: Editor Stan Holcenberg sholcenb@comcast.net, 3954 Campolindo Drive, Moraga,
th

CA 94556. The deadline for receipt of Newsletter material by the Editor is the 15 of the month. E-mail is preferred.

Also enjoy reading SIR Happenings, our State Newsletter, and find out about all the fun things that are going on
throughout our organization. You can find the most recent edition of SIR Happenings on our SIR State website -click on the following link, or cut and paste the link into your browser to view -- www.sirinc.org/sirhappenings/
Some very interesting articles highlighting news of interest from other SIR branches including several of our
branches in Area 2.
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BRANCH ACTIVITIES (BRANCHES 171 & 174)
ACTIVITY LIST

Apple Users Activity
Barbershop Harmony
Bocce Ball
Bowling
Computers and Technology
Dominoes
Golf
Investment Group
Poker
Senior Strollers
Tennis
Walking

Astronomy
Big Hikers
Book Club
Bridge
Couples Dining Out
Fishing
Historical Adventures
Pinochle
Stamp Club
Table Pool
Travel
Wine Tasting

ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN: LARRY BEANS larrybeans@comcast.net 925-376-7306
The Activity Chairman’s role is to keep in close contact with each of the chairmen of the branch activities
in order to understand what they are doing and how things are going, to determine if they are planning
any special activities that they want to communicate to the rest of the Branch, and to determine if there
is anything special that requires assistance. Also, the Chair keeps in communication with the other
branches in the area to determine if there are additional activity announcements that should be made to
our branch.
The Chair is always looking for suggestions for additional activities (e.g. Chess, Cooking, Current Events Discussions, etc
etc), and is the focal point to communicate with if you would like to chair any of the open activity groups.
APPLE USERS ACTIVITY: DICK MACY (Br. 171) m.hobie@comcast.net 925-376-1180
JOE TRACY (BR. 174) jotracy@comcast.net 925-954-7801
The meetings focus on Apple/Mac computers, iPads,& iPhones. Each meeting includes a discussion of
recent Apple/Mac announcements and releases; a roundtable discussion of applications, general
rumors, issues, and problems members may be having; and a few formal topics.
The next meeting is scheduled for November 28 and will include a discussion of various alternatives to
consider for home television viewing and a discussion of the new MacBook Pro.
Meetings are held in the conference room at the CC County Supervisor office at 3338 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, on the
fourth Monday of each month at 10:00 AM to noon. The location is the fire station building across the street from El
Charro restaurant. Enter left side door at top of steps. Novices and advanced users are welcomed. Come and be a part
of the group.
ASTRONOMY:

GEORGE COBB (Br. 174) gecblue@aol.com 925-200-7749
LARRY LANG (Br. 8)

We meet the second Monday of each month in the Tilden Room at the Concord Hilton Hotel on Diamond
Boulevard. Our meetings commence at 1:30. Please join us for an entertaining meeting. All are welcome.
Call or e-mail George (GECBlue@aol.com) for details and further information.

BARBERSHOP HARMONY: BRAD DEWEY (Br. 171) ebdewey@att.net 925-376-3349
RON LEIKER (Br. 174) leikerinda@comcast.net 925-376-3884
The SIRpremes are basically a barbershop octet. We sing songs in four-part harmony. By having two
people on each part, the problems caused by absences are greatly reduced – obviously. We meet just
about every Tuesday for one hour. We take a few minutes to discuss the affairs of the world, and then
get down to business, working on one or two songs, finishing by partaking of some delicious cookies,
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freshly baked by Brad’s wife, Carol. Our self-determined purpose has been to add a little variety to the monthly luncheon
meetings of Branches 171 and 174, plus the Christmas luncheon with our ladies. Our only other singouts have been for
the Moraga Movers and at Sam Zorich’s birthday party.

BIG HIKERS: AL DONNER (Br. 171) aajdonner@gmail.com 925-376-1594
One of three SIRS walking groups, the Big Hikers aims to engage SIRS who want some longer
and stronger routes than our two around-town walking groups. The "Big Hikers" offer
opportunities to do some hikes more than 3 miles in length and sometimes do a little more
elevation. They can be further afield, Mt. Diablo or other regional parks, such as Vasco
Caves. The Big Hikers operate on a varied schedule, trying to do a couple hikes each month.
They go to interesting places as the spirit moves us. Contact Al Donner (aajdonner@gmail.com)
to get the on the Big Hikers notice list.
If you want a slower pace, try either the WALKING or the SENIOR STROLLERS group.
BOCCE BALL: OPEN (Br. 171)
ED PROTIVA (Br. 174)

edprotiva1@comcast.net 925-254-1631

Bocce Ball seasn is over for the year!
With our last scheduled game of the season on October 14 rained out, and our celebration at Campo
di Bocce behind us, we now await the start of our 2017 season, which should commence in early May.
You can be a part of this great group of guys.
HOWEVER, we are in need of a 171 coordinator for our Bocce Ball activity group. Please
contact Bill Bondy (WBondyO@aol.com or 254-1266) or Larry Beans (larrybeans@comcast.net or 376-7306) if you
can take over this very important co-chairman role with 174 coordinator Ed Protiva.
The Bocce Ball games are played at the Moraga Commons Park located at the corner of Moraga Road & St Mary’s Rd,
next to the bandstand, in the Town of Moraga. The game consists of 4 players on each court, creating 2 teams of 2
members each. Each team has one player at each end of the court. It is quite easy to learn.
When in season, Bocce is played every Tuesday and Friday at 10 am. The cost is all of $2 each day. You can play on
either or both days.

BOOK CLUB:

BOB KROMPHOLTZ (Br 171 chair) krompholz@comcast.net 925-528-9937
AL DESSAYER (Br 171 co-chair) dessayer@pacbell.net 925-376-7430
The goal has developed an agreed upon list of books which club members will discuss at future
monthly meetings. An attempt will be made to vary the selections to include the latest best sellers as
well as some classics, bacon fiction and non fiction.

Each member selects a book he has read or would like to read and suggests it to other members,
who will then read the book and be ready for discussion at subsequent meetings. This is a great way not only to continue
your reading enjoyment but also to discuss your comments and ideas with intelligent, curious, cerebral fellows like
yourself
There are currently 12 members of the club. Contact Bob or Al if you are interested in joining.

BOWLING - AREA 2: LLOYD WEST (Br. 19) 925-228-9037
Area 2 Tournament bowling is held at Diablo Lanes in Concord on the 4th Thursday of each
month. Be there at 9:30 am. League Bowling is also available every Wednesday at 10 am. There
is also open bowling on Tuesdays at 10 am for practice. More members are welcome. Call for more
information.
BRIDGE: GREG TCHERKOYAN (Br. 171) gresta2@sbcglobal.net 925-838-0361
STEWART KNUDSEN (Br. 174) svknudsen619@aol.com 925-376-4919
We meet at the Moraga Hacienda on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month. Please
arrive by 9:50 am. Play starts promptly at 10:00 am. Bring $5 and a bag lunch. Call Greg or Stu for
further information.
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COMPUTERS & TECHNOLOGY:

DEREK SOUTHERN (Br. 8) Derek.southern@gmail.com 925-253-1646
NEIL SCHMIDT (Br 116; Area 2 CAT Chairman) np_schmidt@pacbell.net

There will not be a meeting in December.
The next meeting will be on January 19, 2017
Meetings of the Area 2 Computer and Technology Group are held the 3rd Thursday of each month
(except June and December) from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., at the Walnut Creek Elks Lodge, 1475
Creekside Drive. Visit the SIR Area 2 Computers and Technology page for the latest information –
http://a2cat.sirinc2.org/
Members usually arrive around 9:15 to enjoy coffee and chat with friends and new acquaintances before the presentation.
Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned user, the group tries to offer something for everyone. Some months a
donation of $5 is asked for to cover the cost of the hall rental, coffee and pastries, other months are free. All SIR
members and their guests (spouses included!) are welcome.
If there is time following the presentation, there will be a Q&A with the gurus, and possibly an informal “Sharing Tips &
Tricks” segment where individuals will be asked to share some of their computer, Smartphone, tablet, etc. tips with the
group.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------COUPLES DINING OUT SAM ZORICH (BR. 171) sam.zorich@gmail.com 925-376-7799
The group dines out every other month at a fine location in the East Bay. Planning for the
venue rotates among the various members of the group.
Ten couples had a great dinner at La Finestra Resturant in Lafayette, on November 9th, which
included which included salad, entree, dessert and coffee or tea in a semi-private room.
Thanks to Ralph Blumenthal for the arrangements. We start the next cycle of dinners on
January 18th, arranged by Fred and Ann Patton. More info in the next bulletin.
DOMINOES

TOM WESTHOFF (BR 171) 925-376-2609 westhoff40@comcast.net
DENNIS ROSS (BR 174)
925-937-5797 denrenross@aol.com
The SIR 171 Domino group meets every Thursday at Moraga Royale from 10:00am – 2:00pm.
Contact Tom for further information.

FISHING: KARL DROESE (Br. 171) kdroese@comcast.net 925-376-0468 PAUL DUBAW (Area 2)
th

The Area 2 Fishing Group meets on the 4 Thursday of each month at the Legends Sports
Bar and Grill at the Diablo Creek Golf Course at 4050 Port Chicago Highway in Concord,
starting at 8:30am. All SIR members and guests are welcome and encouraged to participate
in fishing trips as well as attend the monthly meetings. Our next meeting will be Thursday,
December 15.
Whether you fly fish, spin fish, troll or bait fish there will be events of interest. If you are new
to fishing or are interested in trying a different type of fishing we have experienced and knowledgeable members happy to
share their expertise, and even their equipment. With nearly 100 events scheduled throughout the year, some type of
fishing is available almost every week.
November Results: Crabs, trout, and stripers! Raliegh Davis and Stan Wong cashed in on the crab season catching big
ones along with some rockfish fishing from party boats. Four members caught trout from San Pablo Reservoir before it
closed for the winter. Eight members caught lots of trout from Shadow Cliffs up to 5 lbs. Six members fished the Delta,
catching many striped bass with some exceeding 20 lbs. Ernie Wong spent 3 cold and windy days at Pyramid Lake in
Nevada releasing 7 big cutthroat trout to 10 lbs while fly fishing from his ladder.
Upcoming events: sturgeon and striper trips to the Delta; trout outings to Shadow Cliffs: salmon and crab trips; and our
annual Christmas party.
For more information or if you wish to sign up for a trip - call Karl Droese at 376-0468.
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GOLF – 18 HOLES: GENE BELL (Br. 171) gdbell1@comcast.net 925-284-1786
BILL WADSWORTH (Br. 174) wadsy1@aol.com 925-963-0442
There is a new golf website. The link is www.sirlamorindagolf.com. The website includes the membership
application, a list of current members, the 2016 schedule, the upcoming 2017 schedule, the results of all
the 2016 events to date, and other pertinent information for members and prospective members.

HISTORICAL ADVENTURES: (Open)
From Ted Westphal – “The highly interesting Historical Adventure tours activity needs a new
chairman. I have been the chairman for the past 8 years and am retiring. I hope someone will
volunteer to continue this very successful activity, and I will help you get a good start! Please let me
know if you might consider taking the rewarding position. Ted Westphal: 283-2172 or tawiii@att.net.”

INVESTMENT GROUP:

TOM HENRY (Br. 174) tomh925@icloud.com 925-254-5724
DAVID SUTTON (Br-8) 925-686-0158

There is no meeting of the $SUMS group in December

____________________________________________________________________________________________
PINOCHLE: BILL KORN (Br. 171) blairkorn@comcast.net 925-376-1643
The Sirs pinochle game is held every Wednesday morning at 9:30 at the Moraga Royale on the corner
of Country Club Drive and Moraga Road. We play in a comfortable private room and many of us stay
there for a delightful lunch, at a very minimal cost. The Wednesday game is moved back to Tuesday on
the Sirs meeting day. We hope you can attend as we have a good time. If you don't know pinochle we
will teach you, as it is not difficult. We hope to see some new players in the near future.

POKER:

DICK MEDEL (Br. 174) 925-376-5568 & BILL WIEGMANN (Br. 174) bigwieg@comcast.net 925-376-6088
Our low-stakes poker group meets the fourth Wednesday of each month from 12:30 to 4:30pm. We
meet at various locations. To join us please contact Dick or Bill for information.

SENIOR STROLLERS:

JIM COUNTRYMAN jcountry@comcast.net 925-631-1766
Meets every Wednesday at 9 AM for an easy walk of less than a mile around/near the Moraga
Center, generally with a stop for coffee at some point along the way. Contact Jim to get on the
mailing list the starting point (which varies).

If you want a longer walk, try the WALKING group. For an even longer walk, with some
elevation, try the BIG HIKERS group.
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STAMP GROUP: LARRY BEANS (Br. 171) larrybeans@comcast.net 925-376-7306
We meet on the Friday following Branch 171 lunch meeting at 9:30 am. The group meets at Larry
Beans’ home at 20 Carr Drive in Moraga. Please call Larry for more information, or if you would like to
attend.

TABLE POOL:

AREA #2: BILL WEINBERG 925-682-0962
We usually have three or four pool games going when we meet on the 1st & 3rd Mondays at 11:30
am at Masse's – 2721 North Main in Walnut Creek. The cost is $5.00 for as long as you want to play.
We also have SIR members from other branches joining us and we usually play about 2 hours but not
everyone stays for the final curtain. Haven’t played in years? Come join us. All SIRs are welcome.

TENNIS: JIM COUNTRYMAN (Br. 171) jcountry@comcast.net 925-631-1766
RALPH THORNICROFT (Br. 174) grtincal@aol.com 925-376-8140
The Tennis Group plays at St. Mary’s College every Tuesday and Thursday. Times vary between
8:00am and 8:30am, depending on the weather. Players are at varying skill levels, mostly around the
3.0 range. Members’ wives are invited to join us, so let them know they are welcome. Call Jim or Ralph
for information.

TRAVEL: BOB SPELLMAN (Area 2 Chmn.)
bobnjo@astound.net
JOE TRACY (BR. 174) jotracy@comcast.net

925-934-8428
925-954-7801

There are no travel outings scheduled in December.

WALKING:

AL DONNER (Br. 171) aajdonner@gmail.com 925-376-1594
LYLE DECK (Br. 174) lgdeck@aol.com
925-254-3829
If you feel left out of something good, come join the group. Just show up across from the Serbian
Church by 9 am any Tuesday and you are good to go. No initiation fees, hazing or other sophomoric
rituals, just walking and talking and coffee after. The group walks for about three miles.
And if you want a slower pace, try the SENIOR STROLLERS group. If you want to try a faster pace,
try the BIG HIKERS group.

WINE TASTING: GENE BELL (Br. 171) gdbell1@comcast.net 925-284-1786
JON LEUTENEKER (Br. 174) jonleuteneker@comcast.net 925-376-7035
There are now two wine tasting groups. Both are couples events and normally held in-home starting
about 7:00 p.m. with a cost per person averaging about $15. Jon Leuteneker is chairman of the
group that meets on the second Tuesday of each month - this group has a full roster. Gene Bell is
chairman of the group that meets on the third Tuesday of each month - membership in this group
may still open.
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