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The Chanticleer  

LUNCH: Date   October 10, 2024 

 Place :  Pardini’s 

 2257 W. Shaw Ave.           Social Hour 11:00 AM  
           Luncheon: 12 Noon  

           $25 per person  

   New 159 website - www.branch159.sirinc2.org  

   Program :   Mark Strandriff, Beautify Fresno  
                                Activities Calendar for  OCTOBER 

  Date         Event          Contact 
  OCT. 7-14-21-28         Whitmer’s Warriors Golf       Brian Nicholson  

 OCT. 3-9-17-24-31       SIR Golf         Brian Nicholson  

 OCT. 16        Dine Out Night       Hector Leyva    

 OCT. 2-9-16-23-30   SIRS Bowling    Duke Marshall        
 OCT. 10    SIRs Luncheon    Pete Openshaw  
 OCT. 2-9-16-23-30   9 Hole Golf         Charlie Barrett    
 OCT. 16    Cigars     Bob Moore 



MESSAGE FROM THE BIG SIR 
 Greetings from the far side, 

 It seems a lot of strange things have been happening around my place. A 
flashlight has disappeared for two days and then reappeared where it should 
have been the whole time. 
 The ceiling light in the guest room keeps come on by it’s self. We hear  
someone walking up and down the hall in the middle of the night and there’s 
been this ticking sound in the garage that for the life of me I can’t find the 
source of. My house keeper is getting very nervous about all of this and is 
threatening to sleep at her daughter’s. enough about this. 
 We made it to October and it’s promise of cooler weather. I have to remind 
myself that there is   something we called “Indian Summer” when I was a kid, 
and as I remember it can be damn hot. Somehow just the promise of cooler 
weather is enough to get me though. 
 I hope you are all well and enjoying your retirement, which SIR is all about. 
That first part was just to get you ready for Halloween.  
With warmest regards, 
Steve Chase 
SIR 159 BIG SIR 
 



 MESSAGE FROM THE LITTLE SIR 



MESSAGE FROM THE LITTLE SIR 
Bio for Speaker 

 Mark Standriff is the Director of Beautify Fresno for the City of Fresno, a department created 
by Mayor Jerry Dyer in January 2021 with a focus on combining city resources with     
community-based cleanup and beautification efforts. Prior to his new role, he served as the 
City’s Director of Communications and Public Affairs, a position he held under two mayors. He 
is also a recovering radio talk show host, working for over 30 years on-air in the broadcast 
industry.  

 Mark is active in his community, serving on the boards of the Community Media Access  
Collaborative (CMAC) and the Miss California Pageant.  In his personal life, Mark is a theater 
professional with acting and directing credits in national touring companies and regional      
theaters, including the Good Company Players and Roger Rocka’s, and has also taken the 
stage as a symphony narrator, opera clown, and ballet impresario.  He recently graduated from 
the University of Toledo almost 45 years after first enrolling, is married, and has two adult 
children.  

 Learn more about Beautify Fresno on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter and BeautifyFresno.org. 

 My Best, 
Mark Standriff 

Director, Beautify Fresno 

O: 559-621-8626 

C: 559-970-6254 



 

Fresno Branch #159 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

As of September 30,  2024    
September Meeting will be  #354rd 

  

Membership Status;                September       End of September 

New Members Inducted:            0     19 

Terminated:              0                 22 

Members:                                 175 

Members Terminated 

 NONE 

New Members to be Inducted in August meeting. 

  None     

 Candidates approved by board to be “sworn in” when they attend their next Luncheon   

#91 Edward Castanon – New Member – Sponsor: Russ Conrad 

#92 Steve Kelly – New Member – Sponsor: Russ Conrad 

 New Applications for membership to be voted on by the board and inducted if present at the  
luncheon; 

Richard Thompson – Sponsor: Russ Conrad 

Curtis Lane – Sponsor: Gary Clemente 

Richard Lundy - Sponsor: Shane Carroll 

Todd Hinkle – Sponsor: Ron Garcia 

Dennis Statham – Sponsor: Richard Manual    
Comments:  

Membership Database being updated by Rich Colby. 

Respectfully Submitted by:     Russ Conrad - Membership Chairman 

         



SIR Minutes of Branch 159 Executive Committee 

September 12, 2024 
 The meeting opened at 10:15 am at Pardini’s Restaurant. BEC officers present were Big Sir 
Steve Chase, Little Sir Mike Parker, Treasurer Garry Elliott, Assistant Treasurer Keith Lovgren, 
Assistant Secretary Brett Bailey, and Secretary Robert Scott. Directors present were Jerry Brady 

(2024), Mark Isonio (2024), Russ Conrad (2025), and Robert Ying (2025). Robert Scott 

proclaimed a quorum was present (10 of 12), and Big Sir Steve Chase opened the meeting. 

 Next, a review of the August 2024 meeting minutes was conducted. Two revisions were made 
to the minutes that had been presented to the BEC. Robert Ying moved that the minutes be 

accepted as corrected, and Garry Elliott seconded the motion. The corrected minutes were 

approved unanimously. 

 Based upon inquiries during the calls to members, we found 84 members who stated that they 

were planning to attend our luncheon today. Bruce Corwin ordered 76 lunches from Pardini’s. 

 Little Sir Mike Parker then announced that Dan Taylor, the Executive Director of the Fresno 

Athletic Hall of Fame, author, and former ABC30 sportscaster, will be presenting his perspective 

on sport activities in the Fresno area. 

 Next, the August Monthly Cash Report (Form 28) was reviewed. Garry Elliott reported the 

primary General Account expense was our State SIR assessment of $435. In regard to our 

custodial accounts, our luncheon expenses exceeded our luncheon income by $201. Therefore, 

our cash balance at the end of August 2024 was $9,820.76. Jerry Brady moved that the report 
be approved, and Keith Lovgren seconded the motion. The report was approved unanimously. 

 The following agenda item concerned the membership reports. The Membership Report 

indicated that today would be the 353nd meeting of SIRs Branch 159. As of the end of August, 

we had 175 members. To date during 2024, we have inducted 19 new members but lost 22. At 

today’s luncheon, we have an additional new member that is eligible to be inducted. Also, the 

approval of this report will include a vote to accept an additional candidate. Mike Parker moved 

that the Membership Report be approved, and Keith Lovgren seconded the motion.  

Continue on Page 7 



  The motionpas sed unanimously. The Form 27 report was then reviewed. At our July 
luncheon, 42% of our membership was in attendance. This percentage is below our average 
monthly attendance. Garry Elliott moved that the Form 27 report be approved, and Robert 
Ying seconded the motion. There was unanimous approval. 

 Our next agenda item involved how we are to store our historical records. A report on this 
item will be given next month. 

 We then learned that the SIR organization annual meeting will be held on September 24, 
2024. A report of the actions taken by the state SIR at the annual meeting will be reviewed 
at our October meeting. 

 During August, Russ Conrad and his committee sent 170 emails and 170 surveys to   
members requesting information that could help us improve our club. Russ reported that he 
received only 54 responses. There were some interesting findings. First, there were many  
suggestions for changes, but few volunteers to participate in making the changes happen. 
Second, it was determined that most of our members are not in favor of women attending 
our luncheons. 

 However, there were suggestions for new activities that would involve coed attendees. Third, 
it is clear that members value our luncheon speaker program. The results of the survey will 
be published in the October issue of the Chanticleer. Garry Elliott moved that the results of 
the survey be accepted, and the publication of the results be published in the Chanticleer.    
Mike Parker seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 

 Hector Leyva asked if he should pursue another golf cruise next April. The board noted the 

success of past cruises and told Hector to begin planning the event. 

 Microphone time at today’s luncheon will include Duke Marshall, Hector Leyva, and Russ 

Conrad. 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:38 am. 

Secretaries Robert Scott and Brett Bayley 

Continued from Page 6 
SIR Minutes of Branch 159 Executive Committee 

September 12, 2024 



OCTOBER GOLF SCHEDULE 

10/03/24  Thurs.     Lemoore GC         8:30 AM SG    $42.00   Individual 

10/09/24  Wed.    Airways GC         8:30 AM SG    $32.00   4Man2BB 

10/17/24  Thurs.     Ridge Creek GC         8:30 AM SG    $50.00   2BB 

10/24/24  Thurs.    Eagle Springs GC       9:00 AM SG    $70.00   Scramble 

10/31/24  Thurs.   Madera Muni GC      8:30 AM SG    $48.00   Chairman’s Pick  

WHITMER’S WARRIORS  
Whitmer’s Warriors is a group of people that play golf on Monday. Although it 
is officially a SIR event, it is open to anyone that wants to join us. On any 
given Monday we will have twenty or so players, and there is always room for 
more. I send out an email telling everyone where we will play and what our 
tee time is. If you would like to be added to my email list just email me and 
it will be done.  
Brian Nicholson 

9 HOLE GOLF  

“Hey! Charlie Barrett here to remind you about how very pleasant (and inex-
pensive) it is to stroll (or ride) around nine holes of golf at Airways on a fall 
morning. It is positively  charming, satisfying, and wholesomely relaxing (unless 
you chunk every swing like I do). “Join us! The boys moved it up to 9:30 
each Wednesday morning of the year, to give us a bit more time in the club-
house. Affordable golf with invaluable wholesomeness, a doable pace, and  
priceless camaraderie. “I will see you there!”  

DINE OUT NIGHT..OCTOBER 16TH  
. 



Branch 159 Officers, Directors  

2024 BRANCH OFFICERS 

 BIG SIR: Steve Chaser    559-252-6250 

LITTLE SIR: Mike Parker        951-665-2951 

 SECRETARY: Robert Scott   559-696-2158 

 ASST.SECRETARY: Brett Bayley 619-507-0357 

 TREASURER: Garry Elliott      559-349-5783 

ASST.TREASURER: Keith Lovgren 559-930-0662 

 2023 BRANCH DIRECTORS 

 Russ Conrad [2025]   559-917-1199  

 Robert Ying (2025)   559-289-4548 

 Butch Evans (2026)   559-271-2024  

 Mark Isonio [2024]   559-916-1540 

 Jerry Brady [2024]   559-325-3049 

 Pete Openshaw [2026]  559-674-7211 

2024 BRANCH SUPPORT PERSONEL  

ATTENDANCE : Robert Ying 559-289-
4548 CHAPLIN: Charles Barrett 559-439-
8338  

HISTORIAN: Gary Becker 559-251-7408  

LIBRARIAN: Paul Gabrielson 559-269-2030  

MEMBERSHIP: Russ Conrad 559-917-1199 

MEMBER RELATIONS: Bob Moore 559-
322-6909  

NEWSLETTER: Fred Martinez 365-4123 
ROOSTER: Gary Morgan 559-277-1249  

SUNSHINE: Charles Barrett 559-439-8388  

TELEPHONE CALLERS: Pete Openshaw 
559-674-7211  

WEB MASTER: Gary Morgan 559-277-
1249  

 

SIR Members 
 
Just a reminder that we need an accurate lunch count so if you have not 
talked to your caller, you need to contact them or send a message to Pete 
Openshaw or Bruce Corwin regarding your lunch attendance. Thanks for    
helping us out. 
Also beginning in January our lunch cost goes up to $25 per member. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Bruce Corwin 
7334 W. Portals Ave. 



NEWS from Your Golfing Community 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Russ Anderson wins his second Player Of The Year Award 

   On Thursday, September 5th, with the temperature still in the summer range peaking at 
105 degrees we started the month at Ridge Creek GC with 38 golfer for a flighted individual 
event. In Flight A Jeff Shahbazian won by 1 stroke with a net 74. In Flight B Mike Parker 
won by 7 strokes with a net 74. In Flight C Rick Ransom won by 1 stroke with a net 74. 
And in Flight D Gerard Garoian won by 5 strokes with a net 73. The closest to the pin on 
Hole # 3 was Mike Parker at 3 feet 8 inches and on #16 Bruce Peters was closest at 6 
feet 7 inches. The low gross for the day of 81 was shot by Gary Morgan. 

  On Wednesday, September 11th, we were at Madera G & CC with 46 golfers playing a 
Scramble event on a lovely day for late summer with the temperature moderating to a high of 
89 degrees. The team of Mike Moyle, Richy Fimbres, Ed Beier, and Richard Fimbres won by 
2 strokes with a net 56 and they also have a low gross of 66. The closest to the pin on 
Hole #8 was John Volkman at 15 feet 4 inches and on Hole #16 Javier Rodriguez was  
closest at 10 feet 1 inch. 

  On Thursday, September 19th, getting sprinkled on before the start we were at Dragonfly 
GC with 42 golfers for a 4Man2BB tournament with the high temperature of 83 degrees. The 
team Bruce Peters, John Briceno, Walt Plachta, and Stuart Poytress won by 4 strokes with a 
net score of 123. The closest to the pin on Hole # 12 was Mike Parker at 7 feet 5 inches. 
Somehow we missed setting up Hole 3 for the CTP. The low gross for the day of 77 was 
shot by Mike Moyle. 

  On Thursday, September 26th, we were finally at Eagle Springs GC with 40 golfers for a 
2ManBB event with the temperature warming back up to a high of 92 degrees. The team of 
Russ Anderson and Jeff Boatman won by 1 stroke with a net 66. The 
closest to the pin on #7 was Dana Hamparzoomian at 9 feet 8 inches 
and on #17 Robert Ying was closest at 2 feet 1 inch. The low gross 
for the day of 76 was shot by Ray Garcia. 

 

 BRIAN NICHOLSON 
SIR 159 GOLF CHAIRMAN 
 



Dine Out Night 

  Hector Leyva is chair for Dine Out Night for 2025. Help make it a success. This is an   
opportunity to involve fellow members and include your sweetie or significant other. 

Dine out is monthly between January and November of the year. We need a chair for each 
month and duties are as follows: 

 1. Sign up for desired month 

 2. Find a restaurant 

 3. Third Wednesday of the month 

 4. Monthly attendance has been between 30-40 people 

 5. Ask for individual checks (singles or couples) with gratuities included 

 6. Social hour is 5:00 pm with Dinner at 5:30 pm 

 7. Prefer a venue with full bar or option for Beer & Wine 

 8. Sign-up sheet to be brought to monthly luncheon 

 9. Flyer or information of Dine Out venue to be emailed to Fred Martinez between the 
    23-27th of the month to be put in the monthly Chanticleer Newsletter. 

  Fred Martinez ajm7pc@hotmail.com 
  mobile 559-365-4123 
Dine Out Chairman 

Hector Leyva  
hecramsey@sbcglobal.net 
mobile or text 559-970-3197 



News for Area 19 Golfers 

  On September We had four golfers travel to the central coast to get away from the valley 
heat, Russ Conrad, Larry Hendricksen, Rich Neilson and myself. On Monday we met up at 
the Rancho Maria Golf Course in Santa Maria to play a round. I would say the course was 
a bit rough, I would give it a B-, however we enjoyed the game. That night we were joined 
by Hector & Karyn Leyva for dinner at Jocko’s Steak House in Nipomo for a very good  
dinner and conversation.  

 Tuesday morning we teed off at Cypress Ridge in Arroyo Grande. I believe we all agreed 
that this course was in very good condition, giving it a solid A. Most of our round here was 
played under a high fog condition therefore a cool day before heading back to the valley 
heat. I will be out of action for the next couple months as I have now scheduled a hip  
replacement. Where to go next is the question. If you have suggestions let me know where 
& when and I will see if I can arrange an outing to coinside. 

Duke Marshall 

Area 19 Chairman 



From the Lanes in September  

 We are now bowling on Wednesday starting at 1:00 PM. September and corporate Bowlero 
broght us bad news again. They closed Tuesday mornings and that forced the two Tuesday 
morning leagues to relocate and they both choose Tuesday at 1:00 leaving us out to dry 
with NO lanes available.  

 Most of our bowlers said Wed. @ 1;00 was our best option. So we moved but since the 
last 2 weeks only Tom Simpson and myself have showed up. I am  doing my best to keep 
this SIR activity afloat but without members joining us it is about to pass. We would love to 
see more SIRs out on the lanes with us having some fun. When the summer heat is upon 
us we are indoors where it is cool. Plan to arrive by 12:45 for warm up time and to get 
set up.  

 When bowling we roll scratch games and a series, 3 games total. There is also a    
handicapping category for each of us. We use the difference between one’s average and 230. 
We use 230 because that is what the Sir State Bowling organization is using. Nothing like a 
little friendly competition between friends. We pay at the Veteran’s rate from $5.42 per game. 

  I will collect $17 for the 3 games and at the last session of the month the bowlers with 
the High Scratch Series, High Scratch Game, High Handicap Series, and High Handicap 
Game will split the monthly pot 4 ways. We are rolling now. September begins a new   
scoring year. It certainly would be nice to see more bowlers on the lanes with us. Everyone 
can check up on us by visiting the bowling page of Sir 159’s website. Follow the Bowler 
Icon.  

 You will find up to date statistics that are posted, as well as the next bowling date & time. 
Below is a short table of who had the best scores in September. Once again I invite all SIR 
members and guests to come join us – Wednesday, afternoons, @1 PM at Bowlero Lanes 
(formerly Sierra Lanes) at the corner of Blackstone & Sierra. For more info contact Duke 
Marshall @ 559-304-4439 or just show up and we will get you started. Hope to see you 
there. Below are the weekly best scores in each category. 
Duke Marshall 

 
      
 
  
 

 



Subject: Survey Results and Call for Volunteers 

Dear SIR 159 Members, 

I hope this message finds you well. 

We recently conducted a survey to understand how we can make our club more responsive to 
your wants and needs regarding club activities. Out of over 170 emails sent, we received 54 
responses. While this response rate is lower than we had hoped, we deeply appreciate the 
feedback provided. 

The board is committed to seriously considering all the responses. However, to bring about 
meaningful changes and implement the wonderful ideas shared, we need more members to 
step up and volunteer to oversee some of the proposed activities. We have no shortage of 
ideas, but our progress is hindered by a lack of volunteers. 

If you are passionate about making our club a more vibrant and engaging community, we en-
courage you to get involved. Your participation can make a significant difference. 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement. 

Best regards, 

Russ Conrad, Membership Chairman 

 October Birthday  

Nick-

name 
First Last 

Todd Charles Bowen 

. Ronald Branam 

 Bob Davis 

 Steven Finster 

 Maximo Franco 

 Gerard Garoian 

 Donald Holt 

Dell Delton Kerns 

Lo Loren LeBaron 

Ron Ronald McNary 

 Bruce Peters 

Bob Robert Price 

 Roger Robb 

 Russ Roberts 

October Anniversaries 

Wife Nickname First Last 

Lorie  Shane Carroll 

Leslie  Garry Elliott 

 Butch Bruce Evans 

Angie Alex Alexan-

der 

Flores 

  Ramond Garcia 

Sandy  Gregg Gephart 

Sylvia Rich Richard Glover 

Connie  Paul Gonzales, 

Edee  Russell Manfredo 

Diana Bob Robert Moore 

There- Walt Walter Plachta 

There-

sa 

Ron Ronald Wilson 



If yes, what activities would you like to suggest? 21 responses 

 

Bring back the special programs that include the wives; valentines and Christmas lunches 

Pickleball 

Billiards in the am 

Maybe pickleball 

Boche Ball 

A home visit for those living alone 

Pickleball 

poker 

Fantasy football, softball game 



If yes, what co-ed activities or events would you suggest? 15 responses 

 

Annual Christmas lunch 

Golf 

Dance events. 

Picnic BBQ 

Home events like watch parties 

Golf invitational, BBQ, trips 

golf, bowling 

trips [coast, Channel Island, big sur] 

dinner out is good, acquaint members with entertainment shows, trips on Yosemite buses 

we have dine out night once a month. maybe have a movie date night once a month 

Wine tasting 

luncheons 

Any appropriate activity 

All of them 



If yes, what activity(ies) would you be interested in? 

 

Fishing 1 

Cycling 1 

Picnic/BBQ 1 

Golf 2 

Horseshoes, Cornhole, Ping Pong 1 

Entertainment/Shows 1 

Bocce Ball 1 

Yes, any activity but not sure which one 5 

 

If you do not participate in any activity, Why Not? 12 responses 

Busy with other club/organizations activities 

Health issues 

I have some back issues, hope to play golf soon 

Age 

Biweekly-monthly 

With no life partner; couples’ things do not work. Do not smoke cigars. Pass on bowling—bad legs, 

Time, other activities on my calendar 

Not interested. 

Need more information. Looking at calendar is tough. Why not send out a text or email 24hr before event. That way 

everyone is reminded 

none offered 

Lack of interest 



Is there anything we could do to improve our luncheons? 

18 responses 

No 

4 responses 

Change the lunch menu on occasion.... It is the same old shit!! 

None 

increase attendance through better communications 

Make the audience pay attention when a speaker Is speaking 

Programs are key. We need a club wide program finding process. 

A little more control. 

More variety 

lunches ae great. keep guest speakers on a limited time frame as much as possible. 20 min? 

Better attendee participation and special days like sports teams’ apparel and crazy shirt day with small prizes awarded. Also, 

special awards for long term attendance 

Keep the good speakers coming. Try a pharmacist, health Dr 

Great Job 

Not that I know of 

Quality speakers Like last month. 

Doubts 

Vary the program, member participation in speaking and varied programs to highlight member talent  

When possible, announce the speaker in the newsletter 

have a fine for anyone that does not keep quiet during the luncheon. $25.00 would be a good deterant! on and the quest 
speaker’s presentation. 25.00 would be appropriate 

A return to informative speakers on diverse topics of interest to us. 

lunches are great 

NO 

Get rid of awful happy birthday singing (Fred) 

They seem rushed. They seem rushed. We need a urination break before the speaker. 

Better speakers or some other activities at lunch 

Doing a good job 

Get better speakers. Have one person go over one golfing rule per luncheon. 

nothing I can think of at this time. 

get donations for better door and raffle prizes 

Less time restrictions for speakers 

Yes, have special theme days 

Interesting speakers 

mix up the seating 



ation break before the speaker. 

Better speakers or some other activities at lunch 

Doing a good job 

Get better speakers. Have one person go over one golfing rule per luncheon. 

nothing I can think of at this time. 

get donations for better door and raffle prizes 

Less time restrictions for speakers 

Yes, have special theme days 



BOWLING RESULTS FOR SEPTEMBER 
DATE   NAME     SCORE 

09/03/24   High Scratch Series   Ed Beier 668/235 

   High Scratch Game   Duke Marshall 195  

   2nd High Series    Reg Salsman 480 

   2nd High Game      Harry White 134 

09/10/24   High Scratch Series   Duke Marshall 446 

   High Scratch Game   Duke Marshall 185 

   2nd High Series    Tom Simpson 356 

   2nd High Game    Tom Simpson 125 

09/17/24   High Scratch Series   Duke Marshall 425 

   High Scratch Game   Duke Marshall 167 

   2nd High Series    Tom Simpson 296 

   2nd High Game        Tom Simpson 111    



CRUISE 2025 INFORMATION 

4-day Baja Mexico: Catalina, Ensenada 

Only $50 pp will hold spot 

4 days on Carnival Firenze—135,156 tons. 

April 27-May 1, 2025 

Group name----SIR159 Cruise 

Group Booking #R2JN99 

phone # 1-866-721-3225 EXT. 70229 

Inside cabin 4E Deck 6/7 = $384.00pp 

Deck 6 mid =    Double occupancy Total $ 768.00 

Deck 7 Forward & AFT =      Single occupancy Total $728.19 

Oceanview 6L Deck 1/2 =     $469.00pp 

=                          Double occupancy Total $938.00 

Balcony 8B =   $552.00pp 

Deck 6 mid = Double occupancy Total $1104.00 

Deck 7 Forward & AFT = Single Total $1064.19 

***Prices may vary depending on location picked 

Totals include port taxes and fees 

Gratuities $ 64.00/pp 

Travel Protection $49.00 avg./pp (optional) 

Nov. 15, 2024, Deposit $50.00pp----will hold spot 

Dec. 28, 2024, Due $150.00 pp including deposit----CAN DECLARE CABIN LOCATION ONCE 

$150 pp PAID 

Feb. 11, 2025, Final payment 

Early Dining 

Questions or need help booking---  Hector 559-970-3197 

     Karyn 559-970-3198 

Thanks all, Hector and Karyn Leyva 





Dine out at Yoshino’s. 12 couples.  


