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The Chanticleer  

LUNCH: Date   April 11, 2024 

 Place :  Pardini’s 

 2257 W. Shaw Ave.           Social Hour 11:00 AM  
           Luncheon: 12 Noon  

           $25 per person  

   New 159 website - www.branch159.sirinc2.org  

   Program :       
                                Activities Calendar for  APRIL 

Date           Event          Contact 
  APR. 1-8-15-22-29         Whitmer’s Warriors Golf       Brian Nicholson
 APR. 4-10-18-25       SIR Golf         Brian Nicholson
 APR. 17        Dine Out Night       Gary Smith  
 APR. 2-9-16-23-30   SIRS Bowling    Duke Marshall        
 APR. 11    SIRs Luncheon    Pete Openshaw 
 APR. 3-10-17-24   9 Hole Golf         Charlie Barrett    
 APR. 17    Cigars     Bob Moore 
 APR. 11           Book Exchange    Paul Gabrielson 

     

  Sons In Retirement, Inc   

  Branch 159 Financial   

  Month: Mar-24  

  Beginning Balance (Checking + Cash) $9,777.20   

  Expenses $2,083.64   

   $7,693.56   

  Revenues $2,545.03   

  Month Ending Balance (Checking + Cash) $10,238.59   

    $-     

  TOTAL $10,238.59   

  checking $9788.59 + Petty Cash $450 = 10238.59   

 Net Gain / Loss $11.39   

  Submitted by Garry C. Elliott - Treasurer   



   Notes from the BIG SIR 
Greetings my friends, 
 
   April is upon us. The saying was April showers bring May flowers and that 
sounds just fine to me. Warmer days are coming which is great for golf and 
those flowers I mentioned. 
   Hopefully SIR branch 159 has an activity that appeals to your interests. As 
for me, I recently realized how much I enjoy our Luncheon. Not just the    
meeting itself, but that magic hour between 11 and 12 when a guy can walk 
around the room with a Bloody Mary in his hand and talk to all his friends. 
Don’t get me wrong, I enjoy the meeting, but the brilliance of the whole   
package is perfection.  
   Later this month is the cruise to Ensenada, what a great break from the 
everyday life of a retiree. Again, maybe the best part isn’t the golf, rather    
sitting at that taco stand in Avalon drinking a beer and eating Tacos while  
visiting with friends. The same with Baja Mar, the golf is beautiful, no doubt, 
but sitting with friends afterward in the restaurant drinking a scratch Margarita 
and having a bite to eat while visiting is just the best.  
   To me SIR comes down to good friends, people I love spending time with, 
and as my body slowly stops doing what I want it to do, I can still talk to 
friends and enjoy myself. 
   See you at the luncheon, 
 
Steve Chase 
BIG SIR 
SIR 159 



NOTE FROM THE LITTLE SIR 
 

Hello: 
 
   It is great to see all the new participants and new members joining into the 
club activities; growth from new people helps build a better organization for the 
old members as well as building a future for potential members. 
   Shoutout to all the volunteers making sure our activities run smoothly for the 
benefit of all of us. 
   Any ideas for speakers at our monthly luncheon’s 
would be greatly       appreciated . 

Regards as always, 
Michael H Parker 
Mobile: 951-665-2951  

Fellow SIRS: 
  I will be hosting this months Dine Out Night at Yosemite Falls Cafe at   
Granite Park at Ceder and Dakota so show up at 5 for cocktails dinner is at 6. 
  If you want to contact me to sign up my landline is 559-674-7211 or cell 
phone call or text 559-871-5816 or email me at pbacup@aol.com hope to see 
you there. 
 Pete Openshaw.  

ANNOUNCING FRESNO'S FIRST SIR STATE GOLF     
TOURNAMENT May 15th at Eagle Springs & May 16th at 
Dragonfly Information and Entry Registration is on Sir State 
Golf Site https://www.sirinc2.org/golf2018/  



SIR Minutes of Branch 159 Executive Committee 
March 14, 2023 

   The meeting opened at 10:15 am at Pardini’s Restaurant. BEC officers present were Big Sir 
Steve Chase, Little Sir Mike Parker, Treasurer Garry Elliott, Assistant Secretary Brett Bayley, and 
Secretary Robert Scott. Directors present were Jerry Brady (2024), Robert Ying (2025), Russ 
Conrad (2025), Pete Openshaw (2026), and Butch Evans (2026). Robert Scott proclaimed we had 
a quorum (10 of 12), and Big Sir Steve Chase opened the meeting. 
   Next, a review of the February 2024 meeting minutes was conducted. Brett Bayley moved 
that the minutes be approved, and Jerry Brady seconded the motion. The minutes were approved 
unanimously. 
   Based upon inquiries during the calls to members, 90 members stated that they were   
planning to attend our luncheon today. Bruce Corwin told Pardini’s to plan serving 85 lunches. 
Little Sir Mike Parker then announced that Dave Bower of the Bricks 4 Kidz organization would 
be presenting information about the organization’s programs to encourage creativity, to promote 
learning through play, and to spark interest in science, technology, math, and engineering. 
   Next, the Monthly Cash Report (Form 28) was reviewed. Garry Elliott reported a $43 net 
decline in our General Accounts because we paid our state assessment of $435. He also stated 
that we had a gain of $94 in our custodial accounts because our luncheon receipts exceeded 
luncheon costs. The total balance shown on the February Cash Report was $9,777.20. Brett  
Bayley moved that the report be approved, and Robert Ying seconded the motion. The report 
was approved unanimously. 
   In regard to membership information, as we near the end of the membership renewal period, 
it appears we have lost 16 members and gained 9 new members this year. After the     
membership reports reflect these changes, it is estimated we will have a little under 170   
members. In addition, we also learned that today will be the 347th meeting of our branch. 
As we search for a new membership chairman, it has been noted that we need to evaluate our 
existing software and report formats. Butch Evans and Rich Colby will begin to examine our  
present procedures and offer updates that will streamline and simplify our present practices. At 
the end of their work, membership reports for January, February, and March will be published. 
The goal is to make the Membership Chairman’s job simpler and to have the membership   
committee work up-to-date when the new chairman is appointed. Big Sir Steve Chase has    
volunteered to provide a computer to our branch for membership activities. Pete Openshaw 
moved that the membership reports be approved, and Brett Bayley seconded the motion. There 
was unanimous approval. 
   Gary Morgan, our Webmaster, will begin making modifications to a membership application 
format that will allow potential members to complete an application on line after finding our 
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   The next agenda item involved our luncheon program time limitations. During our February 
BEC meeting, it was agreed the Big Sir would ask the membership during a monthly meeting 
about the amount of time that should be allotted to each luncheon speaker. The item is on 
today’s luncheon agenda. 
   The Branch Audit Report was discussed next. The committee, consisting of Bruce Corwin 
and Brett Bayley, reported that the summary of receipts and disbursements for 2023 balanced 
with the branch cash balance of $9,067.55. All 2023 transactions were found to be in order. 
Butch Evans moved that the audit report be accepted. Jerry Brady seconded the motion, and 
the report was approved unanimously. 
   Microphone time at today’s luncheon will involve Brian Nicholson, Duke Marshall, and 
Butch Evans. 
   There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:41 am. 
 
Secretaries Robert Scott and Brett Bayley 
 

Continued from Page 4 
SIR Minutes of Branch 159 Executive Committee 

March 14, 2023 

Day trip golf outing for Sir Area 19 golfers. 

 

Gentlemen, 

   As April draws near this is the last reminder of the planned golf outing for Monday April 
15. The plan is to leave Fresno around 7 AM from the back of Riverside parking lot. The 
two+ hour trip puts us there just after 9. Hopefully I will be arrainge for tee times at 9:30 
ish- 10. play a round of golf, grab a bite to eat and get back to Fresno for dinner time. Of 
course the destination is Teleli Golf Course outside of Sonora, CA. 

    Golf Moose has a coupon discount available at 2 for $79 including cart & range balls. 
The coupons are not good for groups of 9 or more, so if we get more than 8 players I 
would need to get a volunteer to get additional tee times. I presently have 3 confirmed 
players. We have to call for tee times on the 8th. Car pooling is the way yo travel. My 
SUV holds 4 with clubs. We need to confirm our go status ASAP. Call Duke Marshall at 
(559) 304-4439 

 

Duke Marshall 

Chairman Sir Area 19 



SIR Members 
 
Just a reminder that we need an accurate lunch count so if you have not 
talked to your caller, you need to contact them or send a message to Pete 
Openshaw or Bruce Corwin regarding your lunch attendance. Thanks for    
helping us out. 
Also beginning in January our lunch cost goes up to $25 per member. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Bruce Corwin 
7334 W. Portals Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93723 

  NEW MEMBER 

 

 

 

 

JON ERICKSEN 



April  GOLF SCHEDULE 

04/04/24  Thurs.     Riverside GC 275-5900      8:30 AM SG    $44.00  4Man2BB 

04/10/24  Wed.  Valley Oaks GC 651-1441           8:30 AM SG    $44.00   Individual 

04/18/24   Thurs.    Belmont CC  251-5078               9:00 AM SG    $78.00   Scramble 

04/25/24   Thurs.  Ridge Creek GC   591-2254         8:00 AM SG    $50.00   2ManBB 

 

WHITMER’S WARRIORS  
Whitmer’s Warriors is a group of people that play golf on Monday. Although it 
is officially a SIR event, it is open to anyone that wants to join us. On any 
given Monday we will have twenty or so players, and there is always room for 
more. I send out an email telling everyone where we will play and what our 
tee time is. If you would like to be added to my email list just email me and 
it will be done.  

9 HOLE GOLF  

“Hey! Charlie Barrett here to remind you about how very pleasant (and inex-
pensive) it is to stroll (or ride) around nine holes of golf at Airways on a fall 
morning. It is positively  charming, satisfying, and wholesomely relaxing (unless 
you chunk every swing like I do). “Join us! The boys moved it up to 9:30 
each Wednesday morning of the year, to give us a bit more time in the club-
house. Affordable golf with invaluable wholesomeness, a doable pace, and  
priceless camaraderie. “I will see you there!”  



Branch 159 Officers, Directors  

2024 BRANCH OFFICERS 

 BIG SIR: Steve Chaser    559-252-6250 

LITTLE SIR: Mike Parker        951-665-2951 

 SECRETARY: Robert Scott   559-696-2158 

 ASST.SECRETARY: Brett Bayley 619-507-0357 

 TREASURER: Garry Elliott      559-349-5783 

ASST.TREASURER: Keith Lovgren 559-930-0662 

 2023 BRANCH DIRECTORS 

 Russ Conrad [2025]   559-917-1199  

 Robert Ying (2025)   559-289-4548 

 Butch Evans (2026)   559-271-2024  

 Mark Isonio [2024]   559-916-1540 

 Jerry Brady [2024]   559-325-3049 

 Pete Openshaw [2026]  559-674-7211 

2024 BRANCH SUPPORT PERSONEL  

ATTENDANCE : Robert Ying 559-289-
4548 CHAPLIN: Charles Barrett 559-439-
8338  

HISTORIAN: Gary Becker 559-251-7408  

LIBRARIAN: Paul Gabrielson 559-269-2030  

MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBER RELATIONS: Bob Moore 559-
322-6909  

NEWSLETTER: Fred Martinez 365-4123 
ROOSTER: Gary Morgan 559-277-1249  

SUNSHINE: Charles Barrett 559-439-8388  

TELEPHONE CALLERS: Pete Openshaw 
559-674-7211  

WEB MASTER: Gary Morgan 559-277-
1249  

 



  We want to thank everyone that has already signed up for the Catalina, Ensenada Cruise in 
April 2024. 
If you are still interested in going on this cruise with us, you can still sign up. 
Cruise rates and pricing are not guaranteed, but at current pricing or discounts available. 
Please Call and Group Booking # Z6V3W4. 
Questions, please call and Thank-you again for traveling with us. 
Hector and Karyn Leyva  559-970-3198 



NEWS from Your Golfing Community 

    On Thursday, March 7th, with temperature topping out at 63 degrees we were at    
Dragonfly GC with 52 golfers for 4Man2BB tournament. It was also the first round of the 
32-man Ron Rich match play tournament. The team of Bob Davis, Brian Nicholson, 
Gary Lemaster, and Rick Morrisey won by 2 strokes with a net 125. The closest to the 
pin on Hole #3 was Gary Morgan at 2 feet 6 inches and on #12 Javier Rodriguez was 
closest at 6 feet 9 inches. The low gross for the day of 76 was shot by Jon Eriksen. 

   On Wednesday, March 13th, we moved north to Madera Golf & Country Club with 36 
golfers for an Individual Flighted tournament. The temperature was mild enough maxing 
out at 65 degrees, but the wind seemed to increase during the day and was more than what 
many of us expected. In Flight A John Volkman won by 6 strokes with a net 73. In Flight 
B Brett Bayley won by 2 strokes with a net 80. In Flight C Mike Parker won by 4 
strokes with a net 71. In Flight D Bill Demarinis won by 6 strokes with a net 75. The 
closest to the pin on Hole #8 was Dana Hamparzoomian at 8 feet 7 inches and on #15 
Mike Castle was closest at 20 feet 4 inches. The low gross for the day of 86 was shot by 
Russ Anderson and John Volkman. 

   On Thursday, March 21st, we were at Lemoore GC with 39 golfers for a Four Man 
Scramble. It is Spring now and it felt like it with the temperature topping out at 76         
degrees. The team Jon Eriksen, Fred Martinez, Mike Parker, and Keith Lovgren won 
by 2 strokes with a net 56 and they also had the lowest Gross of 66. The closest to the pin 
on hole # 11 was Richard Neilson at 3 feet 1 inch and on hole #7 nobody was able to find 
the green, so all of the money went to Hole 11. 

   On Thursday, March 28th, barely missing the rain, we were at Madera Muni with 45 
golfers for a 2ManBB tournament. The team of Keith Lovgren and Gerard Garoian 
won in a tie breaker with a net 60. The closest to the pin on Hole #6 was Bob Davis at 8 
feet 0 inches and on #15 Larry Henricksen was closest at 3 feet 7 inches. The low gross 
for the day was a 76 shot by Jon Eriksen. 

   The 28th was also the second round of the 32-man Ron Rich match play tournament.  
After the matches of the 28th we are now down to 8 players. In the next round Ray     
Garcia will be giving 7 or 8 strokes in his match against Loren  
Lebaron, Bob Davis and Brett Bayley will be playing close to 
even, Bob Hudson will be giving 4 or 5 strokes in his match against 
John Briceno, and Jim Branton will be giving 5 or 6 stokes in his 
match against Dana Hamparzoomian. These matches will be 
played April 4th at Riverside GC. GOOD LUCK TO ALL. 
 
BRIAN NICHOLSON 
SIR 159 GOLF CHAIRMAN 



Gentlemen,  
       I have found a course for the May 13 monthly day trip golf 
outing.  The course Greenhorn Creek Golf Resort between Sonora 
and Angles Camp, just a tad over 2 hrs. travel time.  Again there is 
a discount coupon available through Golf Moose @ 2 for $79.  I  
attempt to keep travel plans close to the same.  Depart Riverside 
parking lot 7 AM, 2+ hrs. travel time, tee times between 9:30 and 
10:00, golf, grab a bite, home by 5:00 PM for dinner.  If interested 
contact me by email, text or call dukmarshal@aol.com or cell     
304-4439.     
   Last reminder for the April 15 outing at Teleli Golf, Sonora.  I 
must have a firm count by the 7th of April.  
 
Ed, would you please pass this info along to your golfers.       
 
Duke Marshall 
Sir area 19 chairman.  



BOWLING NEWS 

 We are currently bowling on Tuesday starting at 1:00 PM. We would love to see a few of 
our past bowlers like, Rich Lewis, Dana Hamparzoomian, Dan Pitta, and Dale Samuelian back 
out on the lanes with us. In addition of course all you new SIRs come out and join us in 
some fun. Several have told me they are interested. Plan to arrive by 12:45 for warm up time 
and to get set up. This week the house informed me of a rate hike in the Veteran’s rate 
from $5.33 per game. I will collect $17 for the 3 games and at the last session of the month 
the bowlers with the High Scratch & High Handicap Series, and High Scratch & High Handicap 
Game will split the monthly pot 4 ways. We are rolling now. It certainly would be nice to see 
more bowlers on the lanes with us. Everyone can check up on us by visiting the bowling 
page of Sir 159’s website. Below is a short table of who had the best scores in February. 
When bowling we roll scratch games and a series, 3 games total. There is also a      
handicapping category for each of us. We use the difference between one’s average and 240. 
We use 240 because that is what the Sir State Bowling organization is using. Nothing like a 
little friendly competition between friends. I have heard there are a few bowlers in our new    
members. Check the up to date statistics that are posted to the SIR 159 website on the  
bowling page, as well as the next bowling date. We invite any and all SIR members to come 
join us – Tuesday, afternoons, @1 PM at Bowlero Lanes (formerly Sierra Lanes) at the corner 
of Blackstone & Sierra. Anyone interested, please contact Duke Marshall @ 447-5388 or just 
show up and we will get you started. Hope to see you there. 
Duke Marshall 

  This is Duke Marshall from Sir Branch 159. I have assumed the position of 
Sir   Area 19 chairman. After a few months of recovery I will be resuming my 
duties as Area chair. First of all is the announcement of the new SIR State 
Golf Chairman, Ben Gikis. The dates have been set for Springtime in Napa 
for this year. Attached is a flier with the info. 
 

  Next I resume the monthly golf outings. The monthly day trip to courses a 

bit     farther than what we travel to for our weekly events. In April on Monday 

the 15
th

 we will plan on visiting Teleli GC outside of Sonora CA a bit over 2 

hour drive. I see through Golf Moose a two for coupon including 

cart Teleli GC. Right now 2 for $79 with cart. I will need a sign up prior to the 

outing in order to get enough tee times. On these outings we did car pool by 

meeting at a given location and time and of course each chipping in for the 

drivers gas. If you want to go email me at DukMarshal@aol.com or call 559-

304-4439. 

Dear Fellow SIRs of area 19, 

mailto:DukMarshal@aol.com


More Golf News from SIR area 19, 

The Fresno Challenge 2024 

Gentlemen, 

   The State golf Committee, through our own Butch Evans is attempting to sponsor a state 
wide golf event here in our neck of the woods. Butch has put together a package that would 
tie together with our scheduled May event at Dragonfly. He has called it the Fresno       
Challenge, where on Thursday the 16th at Dragonfly the play would be 4-man 2BB and day 
two a scramble at Eagle Springs GC. To play the state event you would need to play both 
days. All the information is available on the state golf web page. https://
www.golf.sirinc2.org/ and scroll down to May. 

   Thank you for interest in this SIR State Sponsored  tournament in Fresno, CA. This 2 day 
tournament is open to all SIR members, their family, and their friends. Entry Deadline is 
Monday April 29th or when Tournament is full – Only 60 player slots. Meet & Greet at 
the Blue Oak Grille Tuesday 5/14 from 5-7pm - Optional Tables in Back, for those who are 
checking in, or simply want to socialize.  

   Eagle Springs Golf & CC on Wednesday May 15th - Tee Times starting at 9am A very  
scenic and challenging Sierra foothills course. Be sure to check out the hole #4 view, from 
the Black Tees !!  

   Dragonfly Golf Club on Thursday May 16th - Shotgun start at 8am. Flatter, challenging 
course, where notables Arnold Palmer, Anika Sorenstam, Lee Trevino, John Daly and oth-
ers, have competed in the Save Mart Pro-Am. CLICK HERE TO SEE AREA MAP and 
course locations.  

   Eagle Springs is owned by Table Mountain Resort & Casino and is just across the road. 
We recommend that you book your Stay(5/14) and Play(5/15)  package as soon as possible 
to secure a room at Table Mountain Resort & Casino. Call 559-822-7777 and ask for the 
Stay and Play package as part of the SIR State Group. Room with king bed is $129 per 
night, Stay and Play total is $189 (includes voucher for golf). Room with 2 queen beds is 
$149 per night or $$229 with S&P golf package (taxes not included).    Additional player(s) 
in same room is $60 per player to get additional golf vouchers.  Additional nights can be 
booked for those who would like to explore the National Parks:  Yosemite, Sequoia, Kings 
Canyon & Inyo National Forest. Check to be sure they are open. When you check in at     
Table Mountain Resort on Tuesday 5/14, be sure to pay for and collect your golf voucher for 
Eagle Springs to get the refund when you check-in at the course.  Additional player(s) in 
same room is $60 per player to get additional golf vouchers. Distance from Table Mountain 
Resort to Dragonfly is 18 miles, and is on the way home for most players, unless they stay 
more days.  

Continue on Page 14 



The Fresno Challenge 2024 

   Teams Format: 4man2bb on Wednesday and Scramble on Thursday Each A, B, C, D   
randomly generated team will play together both days.- Men and Women Active and      
current GHIN handicaps will be used, and Callaway Handicap will be used for players 
with no established handicap (use 1234567 for GHIN# to register). A & B play White tees 
- C & D play Gold Tees - Ladies play Red tees (or equivalents)  

   Prizes: Closest to hole on all par 3 holes(8) - one win per player limit!  Winning Team 
awards for each day, presented after each round; or mailed if not present. Winning Team 
awards for both days combined (total of team scores) 

    $5 Skins - If you enter, paid by Individual scores Day 1 $5 Skins - If you enter, paid by 
Individual scores Day 2 $5 50/50 raffle – If you enter pays 3 places Day 2 after round  
complete.  

   $190 Entry fee includes Greens Fees, Carts, SIR State Embroidered Golf Towel, State 
Fee, and Prize Fund for both days (Range Balls not included). Register here: https://
www.signupforms.com/registrations/36775 Make checks payable to SIR STATE 
GOLF 

    Mail a copy of your registration confirmation and entry check to: Ben Gikis 12415 
Hilltop Dr. Los Altos, CA 94024 408-802-9074  If you would like to volunteer to help with 
this tournament, need an entry form sent to you, or have questions before completing     
registration,.. contact Tournament Chairman - Butch Evans 408-981-3210 or email      
sirdivision5@gmail.com 

DukMarshal@aol.com or call 559-304-4439. 
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BOWLING RESULTS FOR MARCH 
DATE   NAME     SCORE 

03/05/24   High Scratch Series   Alan Barton 672/234 

   High Scratch Game   Jim Link 233 

   High Handicap Series   Duke Marshall 742 

   High Handicap Game   Alan Barton 289 

03/12/24   High Scratch Series   Duke Marshall 499/197 

   High Scratch Game   Daryl Derouchey 189 

   High Handicap Series   Tom Simpson 673 

   High Handicap Game   Lee Moy 259 

03/19/24   High Scratch Series   Ed Beier 629/266 

   High Scratch Game   Jim Link 213 

   High Handicap Series   Jim Link 772 

   High Handicap Game   Daryl Derouchey 242 

03/26/24   High Scratch Series   Ed Beier 685/300 

   High Scratch Game   Jim Link 202 

   High Handicap Series   Duke Marshall  690 

   High Handicap Game   Jim Link 254 

Good Afternoon Fellow Sir Golfers: 
 
This note is to provide you with information about the 2024 Napa Golf Tournament sponsored by Branch’s 35, 
149 and SIR State Golf. The links below provide the announcement and registration form for our first State Golf   
tournament of the year to be held in late April. 
 
Additional information on other SIR golfing events can be found on the SIR State Golf website at 
www.sirgolf.org. 
 






