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The Chanticleer 
Date July 12, 2018 

Place Pardini’s Restraurant 

2257 W. Shaw Avenue 

Social Hour11:00 AM  

Luncheon:  12 Noon  

$15 and no Buck Bucket  

 

New 159 website - www.branch159.sirinc2.org  
 

Program : Dr. James Wiggins (Canna Medicine Clinic) 

Activities Calendar for July 

Date Event Contact 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 31 Whitmer’s Warriors Golf Steve Chase 

July 10 Poker  Michael Levine 

July 5, 11, 19, 26 SIR Golf Duke Marshall 

July 18  Dine out Night                    George Gianopulos/Allan Baxter 

July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 SIRS Bowling Duke Marshall 

July 3,  31 SIR Bridge Vic Froehmer 

July 12  Luncheon Ron Travis (RSVP) 

July 17 History Roundtable Mike Rumley 

None this month Men’s Luncheon Lee Moy 

July 18 Horseshoes Rich Lewis 

I have lived in Fresno all my life.  

According to my wife I should 

never receive any kind of special 

recognition for this feat, nor, an 

award!   The lure of a better life 

has taken us for 2 years to Han-

ford, CA. in pursuit of initial 

teaching jobs, and our 5-year 

dalliance with Shaver Lake was a displacement 

that was an intended temporary real estate invest-

ment that went bad.  Other than the two journeys 

outside of the womb, we have planted our flag in 

Fresno even though we live in Clovis.  I know I 

live in Clovis because the street sign has a cow-

boy on it.  Fresno’s streets do not.  Perhaps at 

some point someone will recommend to the De-

partment of Public Works an icon or symbol that 

sums up  what (Big SIR continued on page 2) 

Big SIR Mike   

The Mission of Sons In Retire-

ment is to improve the lives of 

our Members through fun activ-

ities and events while creating 

friends for life. 

Summer is back and so are the 

triple digits. For the many of our 

members enjoying golf, be sure to have plenty of 

water available. During the first five months of 

2018, we experienced an increase of five new 

members. Great job guys, but we can’t get carried 

away patting ourselves on our backs. Keep up the 

good work and spread the word about what SIR 

Branch 159 has to offer—lots of golf at various 

courses ( some of which are private ), bowling, 

cards, dine out night, luncheon out, horseshoes, 

history, (Little SIR continued on page 3)         

Little SIR Rich 



(Big SIR continued from page 1) Fresno is, it’s 

way of life, it’s culture and tradition.   And, this 

way people would never get lost. You would al-

ways know you are in Fresno if you look up at a 

street sign and see a grinning face of Al Radka or 

a cluster of grapes?  Call Lee Brand with your 

ideas 

I have always thought that Fresno offered unique 

opportunities not found in other communities. 

Other members of my immediate family may not 

share my views but I find that in 45 minutes up 

highway 168 I can see snow.  Not clean snow, but 

snow nevertheless. Also, fudging the speed limits, 

I can be at the ocean in 2 hours.  There is cheap 

golf, reasonably priced restaurants, a fledging nod 

to the arts, and above all, clean strip malls.  We 

have no giant blood sucking flying insects to 

name countering Tennessee and Mississippi’s 

claim to over 14 species of vampire blood sucking 

type bugs.  It would be rare to find a crock or ga-

tor nesting at the bottom of your swimming pool 

in Fresno unlike Miami.    I did not know this but 

you can train a Gator to use a “cat box.”  As an 

unintended consequence the cat has left the build-

ing. 

I guess my message this month is to go out and do 

something new and explore all that Fresno and 

SIRs offers. The collective awareness provided by 

SIRs of my hometown and it’s special attractions 

has been a revelation.  Here is a partial list of new 

things I have tried with a big thanks to my SIRs 

friends: $4.00 movies on Wednesdays for seniors 

at Maya Cinema; FSC women’s softball; Under-

ground Gardens; Sam’s Deli at Clinton and First.  

Max’s Bistro; the historic Water Tower; Indian 

food; SF Market on Kings Canyon; China Alley, 

and the Legion of Honor. 

 Don’t be afraid to try something new.   We have a 

new activity coming this month Pinochle a very 

popular card game.  Even if you do not know how 

to play Pinochle, Bridge, Texas Hold-um poker, 

fly fish, or golf (Big SIR continued on page 3)  

New Members 
Each month when we induct new members we 

will ask them to give us a little info about them-

selves and we will put that in the Chanticleer 

along with their picture.  In a group with over 200 

members it can be easy to get lost in the shuffle. 

So please, get to know the newest members, intro-

duce yourselves to them at the next luncheon and 

help get them involved. Let them know that we 

consider it a privilege that they have chosen to 

spend some time with us. 

   Brett Bayley  

   Phone: 619-507-0357          

Email –  

brett_bayley@hotmail.com 

No  

Picture 

Kent Billeter  

Phone: 322-7093         

Email – billeterk@yahoo.com 

Mark Hoffman  

Phone: 312-5111 

Email  goldenmann@comcast.net 

Stephan Beveridge  

Phone: 519-1943        

Email – divepro1@hotmail.com 

No 

Picture 

No 

Picture 

Paul Honkavaara  

Phone: 906-5001                             

Email  - phonkavaara@gmail.com 

• Dan Pitta  

Phone: 930-6661                     

Email -  dan.pitta2att.net 

mailto:billeterk@yahoo.com
mailto:goldenmann@comcast.net
mailto:divepro1@hotmail.com
mailto:phonkavaara@gmail.com


(Big SIR continued from page 2) we have mem-

bers who are more than willing  to help you learn 

and you might just make more friends for life.  

See you out there! 

(Little SIR continued from page 1) roundtable, 

model railroading (new last month)—did I men-

tion lots of golf? I have heard we will be adding 

another new activity, in July, for added member 

enjoyment. Last, but not least, is our monthly 

luncheon where you will experience good food, 

great fellowship and exciting speakers (this 

month’s speaker—Dr. James Wiggins (Canna 

Medicine Clinic). Dr. Wiggins will discuss the 

outlook for the future of medical marijuana as a 

LEGAL way to manage pain—thanks to SIR 

Member Steve Chase. 

You won’t want to miss this one—bring your 

questions and potential new members so they get 

a flavor of what we have available for member 

enjoyment and information. 

BE A FRIEND AND BRING A FRIEND TO LUNCH 

Enjoy the 4th of July festivities in 

your community with your family 

and be safe. 

Sons In Retirement, Inc   

Branch 159 Financial  
   

Month: 6/01/2018 

    

Beginning Balance (Cash Reserve) $5,961.32  

Expenses  $    2,157.33  

  $3,803.99  

Revenues  $    2,168.00  

Month Ending Balance $5,971.99  

   

Net Gain / Loss $10.67  

                    History Roundtable  
 

The attendance at the past couple of History 

Roundtables has been lagging a bit.  The time of 

year is not the most optimum.  Families travel 

and go on vacations.  It also seems that the heat 

sucks some energy out of the plans for the day.  

Never the less we shall press on!  July is the 

month that we celebrate the American Revolu-

tion.  So, it would seem that we should devote 

our discussion around this event.  We need to 

bring to the Roundtable our research into ‘little 

known facets of the American Revolution and 

our founding fathers.”  This should make for an 

interesting discussion. We will convene on Tues-

day, July 17, 2018 at the Yosemite Falls Café at 

11:00 AM.  The Café is located on Blackstone 

just north of Shaw Avenue.  Come join us for a 

“senior lunch” and spirited discussion. 

                             Horseshoes 
 

Robert Rathburn & Tom Simpson stepped up to 

show us how this game of horseshoes is played 

with only one loss at the last outing.  Two rela-

tively newcomers, Hector Levya and Steve Bev-

eridge stepped up to challenge for the winners 

position, but came up a bit short with only two 

losses.  Ed Beier and Rich Lewis started out 

strong but faltered in the end—feeling sorry for 

the winners.   

The good news was that Steve Chase was there to 

help us lick our wounds after the match. 

                              Travel 

YELLOWSTONE             ALASKA              

FRANCE             NEW ENGLAND FALL 

NASHVILLE               BRANSON                 

TUCSON             PANAMA CANAL 

INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE PLACES / 

CRUISES / TOURS  AND MORE? 

VISIT THE SIR STATE WEBSITE AT:     :  

sirinc.org and then click on TRAVEL button 

 

Questions– Call Terry Byrne, Travel Chairman 



159 Officers 

Big SIR – Mike Rumley             

Little SIR – Rich Lewis                      

Secretary – Vic Froehmer                     

Secretary – Carl Merz                        

Treasurer –   Stan Day                    

Treasurer – Bruce Corwin  

Directors                                         

Roger Deal (Hon. Dir.)                          

Dell Kerns (2018)                                   

Gary Becker (2018)                                   

Duke Marshall (2019)                            

Stuart Poytress (2019                           

Gary Morgan (2020)                          

Ron Wilson (2020) 

Dine out Night        

Wed. July 18  

Macaroni Grill                        

In Riverpark , Fresno , Ca.    

Social 5:30, Dinner: 6:00   

(We will be ordering from the 

menu and individually paying.)  

Hosted by Allan and Carolyn 

Baxter and George and Dorthea 

Gianopulos 

Reserve at 434-1037 or           

babax001@SBCGlobal.net  

By July 16  

             Teamwork 

 

Good players help make 

good teams. Consider the 

teamwork that your Branch 

159 has fielded. 

 

A meeting of the minds took 

place at a recent hud-

dle.  Come August 24 SIR 

members (and their guests) 

from throughout the Valley 

are invited to be entertained 

at Chukchansi Park. Other 

SIR Branches are encour-

aged to come to the ball 

park, too. 

 

The Fresno Grizzlies play 

against PCL rival Salt Lake 

Bees.  Fresno is a AAA-

affliated team of the MLB 

Champs Houston Astros; 

The Bees are a farm team 

for the Los Angeles Angels. 

 

 The August 24th   

game starts at 7 p.m. down-

town.  A block of 7 tickets 

will be  sold at a time.   

  

Write a $15 check to SIRS 159, 

and  send it with a self-stamped 

return envelope to our teammate 

Treasurer SIR Stan Day. 

I’d like to recognize our pinch-

hitter SIR Fred Martinez for com-

ing through time and again.            

Thanks, mate. 

 

Those living in the Clovis vicinity 

may want to car pool from Lee’s 

house. We will have a pre-game 

pep-talk at Tioga-Sequoia Brew-

ery at 5 p.m. 

                      Attendance 
 

In June 2018 Sir branch #159 had 

201 active members with 131 of 

those members attending the June 

luncheon at Pardini’s. This repre-

sents 65% of the active member-

ship. Total attendance was 164 

with members and guests. Of the 

70 members absent, 55% were ex-

cused. Members are expected to 

attend monthly meeting or to notify 

the attendance chairman or callers 

with the wish to be excused. If you 

are unable to attend a future meet-

ing please call 277-3971 or send a 

email 

to fresnosenior@aol.com. When 

calling or emailing please include 

your name and badge number. 

Dell Kerns, attendance chairman  

June Speaker and Little SIR Rich 

                 SIR 159 Golfers: 

 

Our last NCGA Associate Club 

qualifier for 2018 is set for next 

week at Belmont.  The Net Ama-

teur Championship is the only 

event that allows our SIR to enter 

with up to a 36.4 handicap index 

and play at 100 % of their course 

handicaps on an individual ba-

sis.  If anyone would like to repre-

sent our club, please let me know 

by 5 PM Monday (July 2).  Partic-

ulars appear below. 

 

Associate Club Net Amateur 

Championship (individual) 

     159 qualifier 5 JUL at Belmont 

(Net Amateur continued on page 5)

mailto:fresnosenior@aol.com.


((Net Amateur continued from 

page 4) (6 players advance) 

     Sectional qualifier 6 SEP, 

$135 per player, 7 courses to 

choose from (Crystal Springs, 

Metropolitan, Diablo Creek, Ran-

cho Solano, Haggin Oaks, Pajaro 

Valley or Reserve at Spanos 

Park). 

     Championship 8-9 OCT at 

Poppy Ridge (no fee) 

Any questions, give me a call. 

Mike Moyle 

Branch 159 NCGA Rep 

(559) 244-9872  

PINOCHOLE  Group 

The Pinochole group will com-

mence playing  their game on the 

2nd  and 4th Fridays of the month,  

1 to 4 pm and meet at my place 

for now at 3434 W Menlo , just 

off of Sierra & Valentine.  Our 

kick off date will be Friday the 

13th.  We currently have 7 Sirs 

who showed interest.  More are 

welcome. Contact me, Duke 

Marshall @ 447-5388 if you 

would like to join us. 

                      Poker 
 

Our next poker tournament will 

be Tuesday, July 10, 2018.  The 

shift is due to the 4th of Ju-

ly.  Terry Byrne has kindly of-

fered the use of his home for the 

game. The tournament starts at 

noon. Please let Terry or myself 

know if you will make the game. 

Terry’s number is 559-341-

8776  We look forward to seeing 

you at the next game. 

 

We need to find someone who is 

willing to host August at their 

home! 

                Bridge Results       

June 5  2nd Robert Moore, 3rd Vic 

Froehmer , 4th Jim Lund, 5th Bob 

Amato, 6th Chuck Elkins , 7th 

Hugh Cox , 8th Fred Wrazel, 10th 

Janet Wrazel , 11th Nancy Ratcliff 

Consolation Charles Ratcliff 

High table 1,520 Vic Froehmer 

 June 19 1st Ron Rayburn , 2nd 

Fred Wrazel , 3rd Bob Amato , 6th 

Vic Froehmer, 7th Janet Wrazel,  

8th Robert Moore 

Consolation  Jim Lund  

High table 1,830                       

Bob Amato    Ron Rayburn 

High Individual 3,870               

Ron Rayburn  

Next Games July 3 31 

No game on 17th  

NEWS in the                  

Golfing Community 

As June started we had great 

weather throughout most of the 

month.  We started our play with a 

flighted individual stroke play at 

Pheasant Run.  In Flights 1 & 2 

Gilbert Matossian  and John 

Shertenlieb respectively ran away 

from their fields and left us in 

their dust.  However Flights 3 & 4 

came down to the wire with 

a flight 3 tie break as Mark 

Hoffman edged John Breci-

no and in flight 4 James Nor-

iege edged the field.  The 

following week at Valley 

Oaks in a 2ManBB competi-

tion Bruce Corwin & Jerry 

Poochigian edged Duke 

Marshall & Earl Mederios  

as well as the rest of the 

field.  Our third match found 

us at Sherwood Forest, O so 

many trees and not enough 

strokes to hit them all.  In a 

team scramble, and were we 

ever scrambling, Gary Mor-

gan, Martin Beza, James 

Noriega and Jerry 

Poochigian got by the rest of 

us and went home a winner.  

Our last event was at Sunny-

side CC where we had a 

4Man2BB and a scramble 

tournament.  In the Scram-

bles the team of Danny 

Munoz, Dale Zanovich, Jer-

ry Brady and Bill Leavitt 

pulled away from the others, 

and in the 4Man2BB compe-

tition Scott Dye, Mike Wil-

liamson and a couple ringers 

from 169, Steve Iler & Dave 

Dinsdale took it to the rest of 

the field. 

Our Monthly chairman for 

July  will be Mike Moyle @ 

244-9872,  also at  

mikemoyle@sbcglobal.net  

(Golf continued on page 6) 



(Golf continued from page 5) to be assisted by 

Stuart Poytress.  

 

At Belmont CC we actually have 2 separate 

qualifers SIR State Individual  and NCGA As-

sociate Individual low net with-in our standard 

flighted individual stroke play.  Also in July at 

Ridge Creek we will have our Branch 159 

Team Championship.  More should be forth-

coming from Mike Moyle and later myself..   

The new interactive sign-up on our web page 

seems to be going fairly smooth with a few 

problems.  Notice the two tone page White and 

Peach.  It is the column in front of the event 

(SAME COLOR) where the “x or 2 or 4 or s” 

is marked.  It should be noted that the sign-ups 

are locked down (no more changes on the web 

page allowed) at 7 pm on Sunday.  After this 

time call or email the monthly chairman.   

Also of note we finally received our access to USGA 

Tournament Management  program  powered by Golf 

Genius.  As we speak changes are in the wind.  Our 

pairings page is now just a link to our Portal Page at 

USGA TM.  The results Page will also take you to our 

Portal page.   TEN WEEKS AND COUNTING.  Just 

hit ‘em down the middle! 

Duke Marshall , Golf Chair. 

Branch 159 July Golf Schedule 

            Chairman  Mike Moyle  244-9872 

Thur    7/5       8AM       SG    Belmont CC        

Wed    7/11      8AM       SG    Riverside         

Thur   7/19      8AM       SG    Ridge Creek          

Thur   7/26      8AM      SG      Dragonfly.   

Thur    8/2        8AM       SG    Madera Muni        

Wed    8/8        9AM        SG    Madera CC       

Thur    8/16     8:30        SG       Airways       

Thur    8/23     8AM       SG     Pheasant Run 

Thur    8/30     8AM       SG     Sherwood 

                             June’s Best Bowling  
 

The Fall-Spring league has begun.. We invite any 

and all  SIR member s to come join us – Tuesday 

afternoons, 1 PM at Bowlero Lanes (formerly Sierra 

Lanes) at the corner of Blackstone & Sierra. Anyone 

interested, please contact Duke Marshall @ 447-

5388 or just show up and we will get you started. 

See you there. NOTE THE NEW DAY BUT OLD 

TIME.  

DATE  NAME SCORE 

5-Jun Hi Scratch Series Hector Leyva 159 587/200 

 Hi Hdcp. Series Duke Marshall 159 608 

 Hi Scratch Game Duke Marshall 159 191 

 Hi Hdcp. Game James Noriega 159 198 

12-Jun Hi Scratch Series Steve Beveridge 159 559/200 

 Hi Hdcp. Series James Noriega 159 567 

 Hi Scratch Game Hector Leyva 159 199 

 Hi Hdcp. Game Rich Lewis 159 205 

  Duke Marshall 159 205 

19-Jun Hi Scratch Series Duke Marshall 159 529 

 Hi Hdcp. Series Terry Schneider 159 621 

 Hi Scratch Game Steve Beveridge 159 190 

 Hi Hdcp. Game Terry Schneider 159 231 

26-Jun Hi Scratch Series Hector Leyva 159 595/225 

 Hi Hdcp. Series Terry Schneider 159 619 

 Hi Scratch Game Ed Beier 159 213 

 Hi Hdcp. Game Duke Marshall 159 227 

    

    

2017/18 BEST   

 Hi Avg Ed Beier 196 

 Hi Avg 2nd Hector Leyva 195 

 Hi Scratch Series Hector Leyva 707 

 Hi Scratch Series 2nd Alan Barton 625 

 Hi Scratch Game Hector Leyva 289 

 Hi Scratch Game 2nd Ed Beier 248 

 Hi Hdcp Series Hector Leyva 713 

 Hi Hdcp Series 2nd Duke Marshall 697 

 Hi Hdcp Game Hector Leyva 293 

 Hi Hdcp Game 2nd Duke Marshall 261 

 Most improved Alan Barton 18 

 Most improved 2nd Joe Huizar 5 

 Most improved 3rd Ed Beier 4 

Joe passed away. His will provided $30,000 for 

an elaborate funeral. As the last guests departed 

the affair, his wife, Helen, turned to her oldest 

friend. 

“Well, I’m sure Joe would be pleased,” she said. “I’m sure 

you’re right,” replied Jody, who lowered her voice and 

leaned in close. (Humor continued on page 7) 



(Humor continued from page 6)  

“How much did this really cost?” 

“All of it,” said Helen. “Thirty 

thousand.” 

“No!” Jody exclaimed. “I mean, it 

was very nice, but $30,000?” 

Helen answered. “The funeral was 

$6,500. I donated $500 to the 

church. 

The wake, food, and drinks were 

another $500. The rest went for the 

memorial stone.” 

Jody computed quickly. “$22,500 

for a memorial stone? 

My God, how big is it?!” 

“Two and a half carats.” 

 

Now, think about it seriously, Cow-

boy. Do you still wanna tell that blond 

joke?” 

 

The blind cowboy thinks for a second, 

shakes his head and mutters, “Well 

hell no, not if I’m gonna have to ex-

plain it five times.” 

A newlywed couple had only been 

married for two weeks.  The husband, 

although very much in love, couldn't 

wait to go out on the town and party 

with his old buddies. So, he said to his 

new wife, "Honey, I'll be right back."  

"Where are you going, coochy cooh?" 

asked the wife.  

"I'm going to the bar, pretty face.  I'm 

going to have a beer." 

The wife said, "You want a beer, my 

love?"  She opened the door to the 

refrigerator and showed him 25 dif-

ferent kinds of beer brands from 12 

different countries.  

The husband didn't know what to do, 

and the only thing that he could think 

of saying was, "Yes, lolly pop...but at 

the bar...you know...they have frozen 

glasses."  

He didn't get to finish the sentence 

because the wife interrupted him by 

saying, "You want a frozen glass, 

puppy face?"  She took a huge beer 

mug out of the freezer, so frozen that 

she was getting chills just holding it.  

The husband, looking a bit pale, said, 

"Yes, tootsie roll, but at the bar they 

have those hors d'oeuvres that are re-

ally delicious.  I won't be long.  I'll be 

right back.  I promise.  OK?"  

You want  hors d'oeuvres, poochi 

pooh?"  She opened the oven and took 

out 5 dishes of different hors d'oeu-

Anniversaries 

Donna & Philip Angelillo 

Patricia & Jerry Brady 

Rosie & Russ Conrad 

Carolyn & Mike Fair 

Sharon & Mike  Farley 

Jeanne & LeRoy Foote 

Barbara  & Chico Garcia 

Maureen & John Hayes 

Kathleen & Joe Hushek 

Denva & Gary Kazarian 

Margaret & Fred Martinez 

Sandi & Larry  Moore 

Sally & Mike Robinson 

Holly & Tom Simpson 

Beverly & Joe  Smith 

Sandra & Don Von Berg 

Piti'  & Jim Witherow 

Mary & Eugene Woolf 

Janet & Fred Wrazel 

                    Birthdays 

Terry Byrne, Larry Calvert, Al    

Carlson, Larry Duba, Garry Elliott, 

Tom Gallardo, Les Gorden, Paul 

Honkavaara, Joe Huizar, Charles 

Jaurigue, Bill Leavitt, Michael    

Levine, Tim   McCollum, Bob  

Moore, Larry Moore,  Richard 

Neilson, Don Reitz, Joe Smith,     

Jim Wulf 

An old, blind cowboy wanders into 

an all-girl biker bar by mis-

take, finds his way to a bar stool 

and orders a shot of Jack Daniels 

 

After sitting there for a while, he 

yells to the bartender, ”Hey, you 

wanna hear a blond joke?” 

 

The bar immediately falls absolute-

ly silent. In a very deep, 

husky voice, the woman next to the 

old blind cowboy says, “Before you 

tell that joke, Cowboy, I think it is 

only fair, given that you are blind, 

that you should know five im-

portant things: 

 

1. The bartender is a blond girl 

who’s holding a baseball bat. 

2. The bouncer is a blond girl with 

a billy-club. 

3. I’m a 6-foot tall, 175-pound 

blond woman with a black belt 

in karate. 

4. The woman sitting next to me is 

blond and a profession-

al weightlifter. 

5. The lady to your right is blond 

and a professional wrestler. 

vres: chicken wings, pigs in blankets, 

mushroom caps, pork strips, etc.  

"But my sweet honey... at the bar... you 

know...there's swearing, dirty words 

and all that."  

"You want dirty words, Dick-

head?  Drink your fucking beer in your 

goddamn frozen mug and eat your 

motherfucking snacks because you are 

married now, and you aren't fucking 

going anywhere!  Got it, asshole?"  

And they lived happily ever after. 



 

 

 

 










